HFI Categorical Exclusions Matrix

AF&PA August 14, 2003

Background:

To address the growing forest health crisis on federal lands, the Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Department of the Interior (DOI) have provided notice of revised procedures for implementing National Forest Policy Act (NEPA) and Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations.  The revised procedures establish five new Categorical Exclusions (CEs) for a variety of activities.  Categorical exclusions are categories of actions which do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human environment and therefore normally do not require further analysis in either an environmental assessment or an environmental impact statement.

	
	Hazardous Fuels Reduction
	Post-Fire Rehabilitation Activities
	Limited Timber Harvest: Live Trees
	Salvage of Dead and Dying Trees
	Tree Removal to Prevent Spread of Insect/Disease

	Category #
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14

	Effective Date
	June 5, 2003
	June 5, 2003
	July 29, 2003
	July 29, 2003
	July 29, 2003

	Agencies and Handbook References
	USDA Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 31.2;

DOI Manual 516 DM, Chapter 2, Appendix 1
	USDA Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 31.2;

DOI Manual 516 DM, Chapter 2, Appendix 1
	Interim Directive (ID) 1909.15-2003-2 to USDA Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 31.2
	Interim Directive (ID) 1909.15-2003-2 to USDA Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 31.2
	Interim Directive (ID) 1909.15-2003-2 to USDA Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 31.2

	Goal
	Better protect lives, communities, and ecosystems from the risk of high-intensity wildland fire
	Better restore natural resources and infrastructure after a fire
	Allow low-impact silvicultural treatments through timber harvest
	Recover economic value from dead and dying trees. Use of this CE is limited to timber purchasers
	Prevent the spread of insects and disease

	Allowable Activities
	Prescribed burning and mechanical methods for crushing, piling, thinning, pruning, cutting, chipping, mulching, and mowing
	Tree planting, fence replacement, habitat restoration, heritage site restoration, repair of roads and trails, repair of damage to minor facilities
	Commercial thinning of overly dense stands of trees to improve the health of remaining trees; removing individual trees for forest products or fuelwood
	Salvage harvest in areas where trees have been severely damaged by forces such as fire, wind, ice, insects, or disease and still have some economic value
	Commercial and non-commercial felling and removal of any trees necessary to control the spread of insects and disease

	(cont’d)
	Hazardous Fuels Reduction
	Post-Fire Rehabilitation Activities
	Limited Timber Harvest: Live Trees
	Salvage of Dead and Dying Trees
	Tree Removal to Prevent Spread of Insect/Disease

	Acreage Limit
	1,000 acres for mechanical activities; 4,500 acres for prescribed burning
	4,200 acres
	70 acres
	250 acres
	250 acres

	Road Restrictions
	No new permanent roads or infrastructure;
	No new permanent roads or infrastructure;
	< ½ mile of temporary road construction
	< ½ mile of temporary road construction
	< ½ mile of temporary road construction

	Geographic Restrictions
	Will only be conducted in the WUI or in Condition Classes 2 or 3 in Fire Regime Groups I, II, or III outside the WUI; Cannot be used in wilderness areas or where they would impair the suitability of wilderness study areas
	Will only be conducted following a wildfire; Not allowed in wilderness areas, inventoried roadless areas, and other specified areas of significance
	Not allowed in wilderness or wilderness study areas, national recreation areas, inventoried roadless areas, and other specified areas of significance
	Not allowed in wilderness or wilderness study areas, national recreation areas, inventoried roadless areas, and other specified areas of significance
	Not allowed in wilderness or wilderness study areas, national recreation areas, inventoried roadless areas, and other specified areas of significance

	Silvicultural Restrictions
	No sales of vegetative materials that do not have hazardous fuels reduction as their primary purpose
	N/A
	No even-aged regeneration harvest or vegetation type conversion
	N/A
	N/A

	Other Restrictions
	No pesticides or herbicides; 


	No pesticides or herbicides; Must be completed within 3 years after a fire
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Public Involvement
	Will only apply to activities identified through a collaborative framework described in the 10-year Comprehensive Strategy Implementation Plan
	Shall be conducted consistent with agency and Departmental procedures
	Project or case file is required and the decision to proceed must be documented in a decision memo
	Project or case file is required and the decision to proceed must be documented in a decision memo
	Project or case file is required and the decision to proceed must be documented in a decision memo


Useful Resources:

Forest Service Directives (Handbooks and Manuals): http://www.fs.fed.us/im/directives/
Healthy Forests Initiative – USDA Forest Service: http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/
Healthy Forests Initiative – DOI: http://www.doi.gov/hfi/newhfi/
Healthy Forests Initiative – White House: http://www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/healthyforests/
Limited Timber Harvest Categorical Exclusions – Additional Information: http://www.fs.fed.us/emc/lth/
National Fire Plan: http://www.fireplan.gov/content/home/
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