�DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE �Forest Service �DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR �RIN 0596-AB99 �National Environmental Policy Act �Documentation Needed for Fire �Management Activities; Categorical �Exclusions �AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA, and �Department of the Interior. �ACTION: Notice of final National �Environmental Policy Act implementing �procedures. �SUMMARY: The Department of �Agriculture, Forest Service and the �Department of the Interior give notice of �revised procedures for implementing �the National Environmental Policy Act �(NEPA) and Council on Environmental �Quality (CEQ) regulations. These final �implementing procedures are being �issued in Forest Service Handbook �1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 31.2, and �Department of the Interior Manual 516 �DM, Chapter 2, Appendix 1, which �describe categorical exclusions, i.e., �categories of actions, which do not �individually or cumulatively have a �significant effect on the human �environment and therefore normally do �not require further analysis in either an �environmental assessment or an �environmental impact statement. The �revision adds two such categories of �actions to the agencies' NEPA �procedures: (1) Hazardous fuels �reduction activities; and (2) �rehabilitation activities for lands and �infrastructure impacted by fires or fire �suppression. The Departments reviewed �the effects of over 2,500 hazardous fuel �reduction and rehabilitation projects �and concluded that these are categories �of actions which do not individually or �cumulatively have a significant effect on �the human environment. The agencies �have also conducted a review of peer-reviewed �scientific literature identifying �the effects of hazardous fuels reduction �activities, which is available at http:// �www.fs.fed.us/emc/hfi. This �combination of reviews give the �agencies confidence that the categorical �exclusions are appropriately defined. �These two categorical exclusions will �facilitate scientifically sound, efficient, �and timely planning and �decisionmaking for the treatment of �hazardous fuels and rehabilitation of �areas so as to reduce risks to �communities and the environment �caused by severe fires. �The hazardous fuels reduction �category will apply only to activities �identified through a collaborative �framework as described in ''A �Collaborative Approach for Reducing �Wildland Fire Risks to Communities �and the Environment 10-Year �Comprehensive Strategy �Implementation Plan'' (hereafter called �10-Year Comprehensive Strategy �Implementation Plan). An example of �the framework's structure is available at �http://www.fireplan.gov/reports/mou/ �fuelstreatment.pdf. Moreover, these �hazardous fuels reduction activities: (1) �Will not be conducted in wilderness �areas or where they would impair the �suitability of wilderness study areas for �preservation for wilderness; (2) will not �include the use of herbicides or �pesticides; (3) will not involve the �construction of new permanent roads or �other infrastructure; (4) will not include �sales of vegetative material that do not �have hazardous fuels reduction as their �primary purpose; (5) will not exceed �1,000 acres for mechanical hazardous �fuels reduction activities and will not �exceed 4,500 acres for hazardous fuels �reduction activities using fire; (6) will �only be conducted in wildland-urban �interface or in Condition Classes 2 or 3 �in Fire Regime Groups I, II, or III, �outside the wildland-urban interface. �Activities carried out under the �rehabilitation category will take place �only after a wildfire. These activities �cannot use herbicides or pesticides, nor �include the construction of new �permanent roads or other infrastructure, �and they must be completed within �three years following a wildland fire. �Activities carried out under the �rehabilitation categorical exclusion will �not exceed 4,200 acres. �Activities conducted under these �categorical exclusions must be �consistent with agency and �Departmental procedures and with �applicable land and resource �management plans, and must comply �with all applicable Federal, State, and �Tribal laws for protection of the �environment. These categorical �exclusions will not apply where there �are extraordinary circumstances, such as �adverse effects on the following: �threatened and endangered species or �their designated critical habitat; �wilderness areas; inventoried roadless �areas; wetlands; impaired waters; and �archaeological, cultural, or historic sites. �In response to comments on the �proposed categorical exclusions, several �revisions were made to the original �proposal: (1) Grazing activities for the �maintenance of fuel breaks were �removed from the hazardous fuels �reduction category; (2) the hazardous �fuels reduction category was clarified to �explicitly state that a proposed action �could only include the sale of vegetative �material where the primary purpose of �hazardous fuels reduction; (3) one of the �requirements for hazardous fuels �reduction activities was revised to state �that such activities must be identified �through a collaborative framework as �described in the 10-Year Comprehensive �Strategy Implementation Plan, rather �than be consistent with the framework; �(4) the hazardous fuels reduction �category was modified to make the list �of activities an exhaustive one instead of �illustrative; (5)) the hazardous fuels �reduction category was modified to �limit its use to wildland-urban interface �or in Condition Classes 2 or 3 in Fire �Regime Groups I, II, or III, outside the �wildland-urban interface; (6) hazardous �fuels reduction activities using fire are �limited to 4,500 acres; (7) mechanical �hazardous fuels reduction activities are �limited to 1,000 acres; (8) fire �rehabilitation activities are limited to �4,200 acres; and (9) the definition of �rehabilitation was revised to be �consistent with the National Wildland �Fire Coordinating Group interagency �definition. �EFFECTIVE DATE: The categorical �exclusions are effective June 5, 2003. �ADDRESSES: The new Forest Service �categorical exclusions are set out in �Interim Directive No. 1909.15-2003-1, �available electronically via the Internet �at http://www.fs.fed.us/im/directives. �The new Department of the Interior �categorical exclusions are set out in 516 �DM, Chapter 2, Appendix 1, available �electronically via the Internet at http:// �elips.doi.gov/table.cfm. Single paper �copies are available by contacting Dave �Sire, Forest Service, USDA, Ecosystem �Management Coordination Staff (Mail �Stop 1104), 1400 Independence Avenue, �SW., Washington, DC 20250-1104 or �Willie Taylor, Department of the �Interior, Office of Environmental Policy �and Compliance (Mail Stop 2342), 1849 �C Street, NW., Washington, DC 20240. �Additional information and analysis can �be found at http://www.fs.fed.us/emc/ �hfi. �FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: �Dave Sire, USDA Forest Service, �Ecosystem Management Coordination �Staff, (202) 205-2935, or Willie Taylor, �Department of the Interior, Office of �Environmental Policy and Compliance, �(202) 208-3891. Individuals who use �telecommunication devices for the deaf �(TDD) may call the Federal Information �Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339 �between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Eastern �Standard Time, Monday through Friday. �SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On August


