§402.15

(iii) In the case of marine mammals,
specifies those measures that are nec-
essary to comply with section 101(a)(5)
of the Marine Mammal Protection Act
of 1972 and applicable regulations with
regard to such taking;

(iv) Sets forth the terms and condi-
tions (including, but not limited to, re-
porting requirements) that must be
complied with by the Federal agency or
any applicant to implement the meas-
ures specified under  paragraphs
(A)(1)di) and (i)(1)({dii) of this section;
and

(v) Specifies the procedures to be
used to handle or dispose of any indi-
viduals of a species actually taken.

(2) Reasonable and prudent measures,
along with the terms and conditions
that implement them, cannot alter the
basic design, location, scope, duration,
or timing of the action and may in-
volve only minor changes.

(3) In order to monitor the impacts of
incidental take, the Federal agency or
any applicant must report the progress
of the action and its impact on the spe-
cies to the Service as specified in the
incidental take statement. The report-
ing requirements will be established in
accordance with 50 CFR 13.45 and 18.27
for FWS and 50 CFR 220.45 and 228.5 for
NMFS.

(4) If during the course of the action
the amount or extent of incidental tak-
ing, as specified under paragraph
(1)(1)(@1) of this Section, is exceeded, the
Federal agency must reinitiate con-
sultation immediately.

(5) Any taking which is subject to a
statement as specified in paragraph
(i)(1) of this section and which is in
compliance with the terms and condi-
tions of that statement is not a prohib-
ited taking under the Act, and no other
authorization or permit under the Act
is required.

(j) Comservation recommendations. The
Service may provide with the biologi-
cal opinion a statement containing dis-
cretionary conservation recommenda-
tions. Conservation recommendations
are advisory and are not intended to
carry any binding legal force.

(k) Incremental steps. When the action
is authorized by a statute that allows
the agency to take incremental steps
toward the completion of the action,
the Service shall, if requested by the

50 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-01 Edition)

Federal agency, issue a biological opin-
ion on the incremental step being con-
sidered, including its views on the en-
tire action. Upon the issuance of such a
biological opinion, the Federal agency
may proceed with or authorize the in-
cremental steps of the action if:

(1) The biological opinion does not
conclude that the incremental step
would violate section 7(a)(2);

(2) The Federal agency continues
consultation with respect to the entire
action and obtains biological opinions,
as required, for each incremental step;

(3) The Federal agency fulfills its
continuing obligation to obtain suffi-
cient data upon which to base the final
biological opinion on the entire action;

(4) The incremental step does not vio-
late section 7(d) of the Act concerning
irreversible or irretrievable commit-
ment of resources; and

(5) There is a reasonable likelihood
that the entire action will not violate
section 7(a)(2) of the Act.

(1) Termination of consultation. (1) For-
mal consultation is terminated with
the issuance of the biological opinion.

(2) If during any stage of consulta-
tion a Federal agency determines that
its proposed action is not likely to
occur, the consultation may be termi-
nated by written notice to the Service.

(3) If during any stage of consulta-
tion a Federal agency determines, with
the concurrence of the Director, that
its proposed action is not likely to ad-
versely affect any listed species or crit-
ical habitat, the consultation is termi-
nated.

[61 FR 19957, June 3, 1986, as amended at 54
FR 40350, Sept. 29, 1989]

§402.15 Responsibilities of Federal
agency following issuance of a bio-
logical opinion.

(a) Following the issuance of a bio-
logical opinion, the Federal agency
shall determine whether and in what
manner to proceed with the action in
light of its section 7 obligations and
the Service’s biological opinion.

(b) If a jeopardy biological opinion is
issued, the Federal agency shall notify
the Service of its final decision on the
action.
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FWS, Interior/NOAA, Commerce

(c) If the Federal agency determines
that it cannot comply with the require-
ments of section 7(a)(2) after consulta-
tion with the Service, it may apply for
an exemption. Procedures for exemp-
tion applications by Federal agencies
and others are found in 50 CFR part 451.

§402.16 Reinitiation of formal con-
sultation.

Reinitiation of formal consultation is
required and shall be requested by the
Federal agency or by the Service,
where discretionary Federal involve-
ment or control over the action has
been retained or is authorized by law
and:

(a) If the amount or extent of taking
specified in the incidental take state-
ment is exceeded;

(b) If new information reveals effects
of the action that may affect listed
species or critical habitat in a manner
or to an extent not previously consid-
ered;

(c) If the identified action is subse-
quently modified in a manner that
causes an effect to the listed species or
critical habitat that was not consid-
ered in the biological opinion; or

(d) If a new species is listed or crit-
ical habitat designated that may be af-
fected by the identified action.
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§403.02

§403.01 Purpose and scope of regula-
tions.

The regulations contained in this
part implement section 109 of the Act
which, upon a finding by the Secretary
of compliance with certain require-
ments, provides for the transfer of ma-
rine mammal management authority
to the states.

(a) The regulations of this part apply
the procedures for the transfer of ma-
rine mammal management authority
to a state, the form and minimum re-
quirements of a state application for
the transfer of management authority,
the relationship between Federal and
state wildlife agencies both prior and
subsequent to the transfer of manage-
ment authority, and the revocation
and return of management authority
to the Federal Government.

(b) Nothing in this part shall prevent:

(1) The taking of a marine mammal
by or on behalf of a Federal, state or
local government official, in accord-
ance with §18.22 or §216.22 of this Title
and section 109(h) of the Act, or (2) the
adoption or enforcement of any state
law or regulation relating to any ma-
rine mammal taken before December
21, 1972.

(c) The information collection re-
quirements contained in §§403.03, 403.06,
and 403.07 of this part do not require
approval by the Office of Management
and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.,
because there are fewer than 10 re-
spondents annually.

§403.02 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this part:

(a) The term species includes any pop-
ulation stock.

(b) Optimum Sustainable Population or
OSP means a population size which
falls within a range from the popu-
lation level of a given species or stock
which is the largest supportable within
the ecosystem to the population level
that results in maximum net produc-
tivity. Maximum net productivity is
the greatest net annual increment in
population numbers or biomass result-
ing from additions to the population
due to reproduction and/or growth less
losses due to natural mortality.

(c) State management program means
existing and proposed state statutes,
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