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For more information on HFI, see http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/HFI.shtml

Healthy Forests Restoration Act Implementation Update

Update #2

OVERVIEW

The draft field guide was completed the week of January 26 with a continued focus on facilitating implementation of Title I authorities. An intranet website is being developed with a web-based decision tool to assist users in selecting the most efficient NEPA process for implementing projects using HFRA and HFI authorities. The field guide and the web-based decision tool are out for limited internal review. We will distribute the final field guide the week of February 23, 2004. Training seminars on implementing HFRA will follow the release of the field guide.

For a complete copy of the HRFA of 2003, see http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=108_cong_bills&docid=f:h1904enr.txt.pdf 

TITLE I-Hazardous Fuel Reduction on Federal Land

Field guide development for the Title I portion is on-schedule.  Initially, guidance and direction will pertain mostly to HFRA Title I and HFI CE authorities for hazardous fuel reduction; however the intent is to eventually expand it to include Titles II-VI and other HFI tools.  This document is intended to provide Forest Service and BLM field managers and line officers general guidance on the implementation of hazardous fuels reduction projects under the President’s Healthy Forest Initiative and the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003.  It will be a companion to the NEPA selection tool and other resources soon to be on the Healthy Forests website currently under construction. The information in this guide is expected to be updated periodically; therefore it will be incumbent on users to regularly check the website for the latest information.

The guide does not address strategic planning for fuels reduction and ecosystem restoration or the details of the vegetation management prescriptions or techniques that can be used to implement successful projects.  It does address the administrative and legal issues field managers should be aware of while preparing and processing fuels reduction and restoration projects.  Many administrative and procedural requirements governing such projects have changed over the last two years.  The field guide briefly describes the new procedures and discusses under which circumstances they may be applied.  

Contact: Doug MacCleery

Title: Senior Policy Analyst 

(202) 205-1745

e-mail: dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

TITLE II-Biomass

Title II provides information to overcome barriers to the production and use of biomass and to assist communities and businesses create economic opportunity through the sustainable use of the nation’s forest resources.  This Title is an amendment to Section 201 of the Improved Biomass Use Research Program of the Biomass Research and Development Act of 2000.  Title II, Biomass, is comprised of three sections, which address research, rural revitalization, and commercial utilization. Implementation of this Title consists of informing and empowering communities.  

Research uses of this Title include the current FY04 solicitation for the Biomass and Development Initiative, which was modified to include competitive funding opportunities for feedstock development, new products, and forest management training as identified in the HFRA.  Rural revitalization will be enhanced since Biomass provides the additional focus necessary to meet the nation’s need to accelerate assistance to community-based enterprises and encourage the adoption of technologies which use biomass and small diameter material.  

Commercial aspects of Biomass will be increased via grants to owner/operators that use biomass as a raw material to produce energy, sensible heat, transportation fuels, and bio-based products.  Grants are restricted to costs related to the purchase of biomass.  The Title provides funds for a limited number of pilot projects to demonstrate the viability of this approach in carrying out land treatments and biomass commercialization on a larger scale.  The field guide from the HFRA Implementation Team will be used to market and expand interest in conducting research in forest biomass in order to provide a mechanism and outlet for much of the small diameter trees and biomass from thinning to enhance forest health and reduce hazardous fuels.

Contact: Sam (George) Foster

Title: National Program Leader, Silviculture/Genetics Research

(703) 605-5251

e-mail: gfoster@fs.fed.us  

TITLE III-Watershed Forestry Assistance

Watershed Forestry Assistance Title III contains two programs - Section 302 Watershed Forestry Assistance Program to be administered by the Forest Service and implemented by participating states and Section 303 Tribal Watershed Forestry Assistance to be administered by the Forest Service and implemented by the Tribes.  

The purposes are to:

· Improve watershed health through forestry practices; 

· Build partnerships; 

· Promote collaborative watershed approaches; and

· Provide technical, financial and educational assistance to tribes and qualified landowners and entities.  

Workgroups are being established to develop separate guidelines for these two sections.  The goal is to have guidelines in place by October 1, 2004 in anticipation of receiving FY2005 funding.  

The advisory and technical workgroup will convene their first meeting on Section 302 

March 2 -5 in Washington, DC.  The workgroups consist of regional and national representatives of state forestry agencies and Forest Service, as well as representatives from USDA Cooperative State Research Education and Extension Service.  

The approach for preparing guidelines and establishing workgroups for Section 303 Tribal Watershed Forestry Assistance is being developed.
Contact: Steve Marshall

Title: Assistant Director, Cooperative Forestry 

(202) 205-1380

e-mail: smarshall@fs.fed.us  

TITLE IV-Insect Infestations and Related Diseases

Title IV focuses primarily on developing an accelerated basic and applied research, development, and technology transfer program to combat infestations by forest-damaging insects and associated diseases.  In its implementation, the Act notes the need for collaboration with colleges and universities (including forestry schools, land grant colleges and universities, and 1890 Institutions), state agencies, and private landowners to carry out the program.  Implementation of this Title will be accomplished through

coordinated studies among Forest Service R&D, NFS, and S&PF with USGS scientists and DOI land managers, in cooperation with colleges and universities.  

The first section of the Title establishes an accelerated program to gather information on forest-damaging insects and associated diseases, to use the information to assist land managers in the development of treatments and strategies, and to disseminate the results of the information gathering, treatments, and strategies to users.  

The second section is also for information gathering but includes research and development purposes as well.  Specifically, applied silvicultural assessments will be conducted on Federal land determined to be at risk of infestation by, or is infested with, forest-damaging insects and associated diseases. 

The Title allows larger scope – up to 1,000 acres for an assessment or treatment – in addition to providing a categorical exclusion on federal land.  Specific studies, which are targeted to gaps in our knowledge of combating insect and associated disease infestations will be implemented in order to enhance forest ecosystem health.

Contact: Sam (George) Foster

Title: National Program Leader, Silviculture/Genetics Research 

(703) 605-5251

e-mail: gfoster@fs.fed.us  

TITLE V-Healthy Forests Reserve Program

We are currently conducting a detailed assessment to determine the capacities that are needed to deliver the Healthy Forest Reserves Title.  Once the assessment is complete, we will proceed with our ongoing assessment of what agency or agencies would best be positioned to deliver this program.

Contact: Steve Marshall

Title: Assistant Director, Cooperative Forestry 

(202) 205-1380

e-mail: smarshall@fs.fed.us  

TITLE VI-Forest Inventory and Monitoring

Several existing programs are well positioned to address the issues listed in this Title.  Linking these programs provides an effective early warning system that will enable land managers to

· Isolate and treat a threat before the threat gets out of control; and

· Prevent epidemics, such as the American chestnut blight that could be environmentally and economically devastating to forests.

The following programs and their applicability to HFRA Title VI will be described in the field guide.  Web links are provided for detailed information:

North American Exotic Forest Pest Information System

LINK: http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/briefs/EXFOR_database%20.htm
Forest Health Protection

LINKS: http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/briefs/What_we_do_8_03.pdf
www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth
Rapid Pest Detection Program

LINK: http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/briefs/Rapid_dect_response_prg.htm
Pest Suppression Program

Lead:  Tom Hofacker (email: thofacker@fs.fed.us )

Forest Health Monitoring Program  

LINK: http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/fhm/index.htm 

Forest Inventory and Analysis Program

LINK: http://fia.fs.fed.us/about.htm 

Contact: Borys Tkacz

Title: National Program Manager, Forest Health Monitoring

(703) 605-5343

e-mail: btkacz@fs.fed.us 

COMMUNICATIONS

On Jan. 28, 2004 Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman and Interior Secretary Gale Norton announced that President Bush is including $760 million in the FY 2005 budget to continue implementation of his Healthy Forests Initiative. The request funds activities that advance the goals of the Healthy Forests Initiative, including activities authorized under the Healthy Forests Restoration Act that will result in improved forest and rangeland management, healthier landscapes and reduced risk of catastrophic wildfires. For more information on this announcement, see http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/  

Forest Service leadership is reviewing a draft communication plan prior to it being sent to the field. 

My thanks to everyone who provided the Department of Agriculture with information on  HFI or HFRA project sites in 2004. 

I am continuing to collect information on how the HFI tools and HFRA authorities are making a difference on the landscape. Thus far, there are five examples posted on the HFI website at http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/examples/  I sent this ongoing request to the field on 1/8, 1/22, and 2/3 and will continue to solicit the field for this information. 

Contact:  Jennifer Plyler

Title: Public Affairs Officer for the HFI, HFRA, and the NFP

(202) 205-1777

e-mail:  jplyler@fs.fed.us 
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