National Environmental Policy Act Public Involvement 





I. Scoping Notice - 2-10 page announcement, from a Ranger District, of a project proposal.  Introduces Purpose and Need for project, location of project area, description of proposed action.





Response: Within 30 days, interested individuals, or groups, must respond to the Ranger District with their concerns regarding the project (ie. ecological, financial, social, etc.).  Commenting on scoping notices allows The Ecology Center to gain legal “standing” on an issue.  See Appeals section for more on this concept.





II. Scientific Review - Ranger District-generated review of the projects potential benefits and costs.  This document should address all of those issues raised in the scoping comments submitted, in addition to other issues of concern within the agency.  





What questions should this document answer?   Cumulative Effects, Range of Alternatives, 





There are three different documents that may be written to address these issues:





A. Environmental Assessment


When can they write this?  What other documents should be requested at this time?  





B. Environmental Impact Statement


When do they choose this?  What other documents should be requested for review?  BA?  BO in the case of TES?





C. Draft Environmental Impact Statement


Why do they write these?





Response:  Within 60 days, interested individuals respond in detail with their concerns about particular aspects of the project, or the entire premise of the project itself.  Comments on Scientific Documents range from 2 - 50 pages and address any number of issues.





III. Decision Document - District Ranger chooses one of the alternatives to implement and publishes this brief analysis on the project’s potential for significant impact.





A. Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impacts (FONSI) - issued after analysis using an EA.  Determines whether an EIS must be prepared or not. 





B. Record of Decision - issued after analysis using an EIS.





IV.  Administrative Appeal - must be submitted to Appeals Deciding Officer (Regional Supervisor) via the Regional Office within 45 days of publication in newspaper of record.  Charge is against Deciding Official (Forest Supervisor).  Issues which were raised by Appellants through scoping, or EIS, comments can be argued (ie. issues on which we have “standing”).  What is Appealable?





A. Informal Resolution - Staff at Supervisor’s office contact appellants to initiate meeting in attempt to settle differences without involvement of Regional Office.  Compromise can be struck at this time, if proposed mitigations are acceptable.





B. Formal Resolution - Appeals Deciding Officer reviews Appeal and sends final decision to Appellant.  This Decision can be litigated. 


