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Directives Briefing-Forest Management and Timber Suitability
The planning rule requires that plans identify the desired conditions of vegetation to be achieved within the plan area and a strategy for achieving those conditions over time.  
How will the Forest Service meet NFMA requirements?

The Forest Service is required to comply with the National Forest Management Act.   While many of NFMA requirements were formerly included in the planning rule, the new planning rule recognizes that most NFMA requirements do not need to be in the rule itself.   Many NFMA requirements are now included in the Directives, now out for public review and comment.

What is in the Directives?  
The Directives discuss plan analysis and plan features including:  

1.  Guidance for forest management analysis and identification of lands unsuitable for timber production (FSM 1921.17 and FSH 1909.12, Chapter 60).
2.  Timber-related guidelines (FSM 1921.14; FSH 1909.12, Chapter 10, section 12.3).
3.  Identification of generally suitable land uses (including timber harvest) and lands not suitable for timber production (36 CFR 219.12; FSM 1921.17; FSH 1909.12, Chapter 10, section 12.33 and Chapter 60, section 62).
4.  Other NFMA requirements (FSM 1921.17; FSH 1909.12, Chapter 10, section 12.3).

5.  Limitation on timber harvest (FSM 1921.17; FSH 1909.12, Chapter 10, section 12.3). 
How will the Directives be used?

Planning analysis sets the context for forest vegetation management by describing past, current, and projected trends of future forest and other ecological conditions.  Such information is a foundation for the plan’s desired vegetation condition statements and for plan objectives.  
Information on past, current, and projected vegetative and other environmental changes over time under various scenarios will provide key information for the development of plan options and subsequent project-level decision making.  

The Directives discuss how to determine key elements of the historic range of variation under historic disturbance regimes.  The Directives also discuss how the Plan Set of Documents should include projections of likely changes in the future landscape over time. 
How to determine suitability?
The Directives discuss suitability determinations.   Plans will identify the general suitability of lands for various resource uses such as timber production, mineral entry, livestock grazing, specific recreation activities, and similar uses.  Factors to be considered in identifying lands generally suitable for specific uses include ecological, social, and economic factors (36 CFR 219.10). Among other things, those uses should be linked to the need to achieve the desired conditions of forest vegetation. 
The categories in Exhibit 1 will be used in identifying generally suitable land uses for forest vegetation management (Chapter 60 of the Handbook-refer to the sample display attached):

How will forests estimate timber produced?
The Directives state that planning will display an estimate of the timber harvest activities needed to reach desired conditions, referred to as the Timber Sale Program Quantity (TSPQ). 
The Directives describe the land base for determining the TSPQ (which is averaged over the ten-year plan period) as land on which timber harvest could occur.  This includes lands where timber production is one of the management objectives and lands on which timber harvest could occur for other multiple use purposes. The projected timber outputs should reflect consideration of past and projected budget levels and organizational capacity to execute timber harvest activities.  

How will forests estimate Long-Term Sustained Yield Capacity?
The Directives discuss how to calculate long-term sustained yield capacity.  Planning documents will display the amount of timber that can be sold annually in perpetuity on a sustained-yield basis from lands on which timber harvest could occur.  This estimate represents the yield of timber that can be removed consistent with achievement of the desired condition(s) identified in the plan(s). 

The LTSYC estimate in the approved land management plan establishes the maximum limit from lands on which timber harvest can occur, unless analysis determines a departure is appropriate.  Such a departure is permitted if the Responsible Official determines that meeting overall multiple-use objectives requires timber harvest volumes be established that are greater than the LTSYC for one or more plan decades (FSM 1921.17). 
Exhibit 01
Determining Land Not Suitable For Timber Production

	Classification
	Acres  (Example)

	1.  Forested NFS Administered Land
	1,000,000

	2.  Where  Timber Harvest Would Generally Not Occur (for any of the following reasons):

a.  Irreversible Damage Would Likely Occur (secs. 62.11 and 63.1)
b.  Timber Harvest Incompatible With Desired Conditions And Objectives (sec. 62.12)
	100,000

	3.  Where Timber Harvest Could Occur 
(Item #1 minus Item #2).  

Two components include:  (sec. 62.2)


	1,000,000 – 100,000 = 900,000

	3a.  Land on Which Timber Production is One of the Management Objectives.  The following conditions exist: 

i.  The Land is Forest Land (sec. 62.21a)

ii.  The Land is Capable of Producing Commercial Forest Products  (sec. 62.21b)
iii.  The Land is Not Withdrawn from Timber Production (sec. 62.21c)
iv.  There Is Reasonable Assurance Of Adequate Restocking (secs. 6.21d and 63.2)
v.  Timber Production Is Compatible With Or Contributes To The Achievement Of Meeting Desired Conditions And Objectives For The Area (sec. 62.21)


	300,000

	3b.  Lands on Which Timber Production Is Not One of the Management Objectives, But Timber Harvest Could Occur for Other Multiple Use Purposes (sec. 62.22) 

(Item #3 minus Item #3a)


	900,000 – 300,000 = 600,000

	4.  Land Not Suitable for Timber Production (sec. 62.3) 
(Item #1 minus Item #2 minus Item #3a)


	1,000,000 - 100,000 - 300,000 = 600,000
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