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Directives Briefing-Science


What does the rule say?
· The Responsible Official must take into account the best available science in the planning process, including plan evaluations and development of the plan monitoring program. 

· Science documentation must be included in the plan approval document. 

Where are the Directives on this topic located?
Refer to FSM 1921.8, and FSH 1909.12, Chapter 40, section 41.
What is science?

Science refers to knowledge, information, concepts, and theories based on organized systems of facts that have been learned from study, observation, and experience.  Science is initially brought into the planning process through various evaluations and other information gathering and synthesis processes.  The use of science in planning provides the Responsible Official with knowledge, methods, and a systematic and documented review in order to make an informed decision.  

What do the Directives do?

The Directives describe:

· How to conduct a review of available information; 

· How to document the sources of information reviewed; 

· How to synthesize the relevant information; and 

· How to assess the quality of the information used for objectivity, utility, relevance, and integrity.

The Directives describe how to evaluate and disclose the use of science, and how to disclose substantial uncertainty in information and substantial risks with Plan components (balancing options).

To consider the best available science, the Forest Supervisor may use independent peer review, a Science Advisory Board, or other review methods to look at how science was applied to plan development.   Scientists will be involved beyond the plan development phases, and will be integral to developing the plan monitoring program and interpretation of monitoring results..
Where will the Forest Service get scientists to help with planning?
· Personnel on another unit of the NFS

· Personnel from other Federal, State, Tribal, or local agencies

· College or university faculty members or graduate students

· Forest Service research scientists




 

