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Directives-Public Participation
What does the rule say?

The rule emphasizes collaboration and has expanded formal public participation.  The rule states:
“The Responsible Official must use a collaborative and participatory approach to land management planning … by engaging the skills and interests of appropriate combinations of Forest Service staff, consultants, contractors, other Federal agencies, federally recognized Indian Tribes, State or local governments, or other interested or affected communities, groups, or persons.”
Where are the Directives on this topic located?
Refer to FSM 1921.6, and FSH 1909.12, Chapter 30. 

How will we involve people?

The Directives discuss the principles of public involvement. These principles include building relationships, building our internal capacity for collaboration, making the planning process open, facilitating agreement, sharing leadership, learning from the public, helping the public learn from each other, recognizing that collaboration may have some limits, and to communicate.   The Directives also direct the Responsible Official to:
1.  Increase participation of a diversity of people and their accompanying values, including members of underserved and low-income populations, in planning and project implementation.

2.  Build or improve relationships and trust with Federal, State, and local Governments, American Indian tribes, Alaska Natives, private landowners, interested individuals, and organizations.

3.  Form working relationships among communities, elected officials, and interested parties to achieve desired outcomes.

4.  Build capacity for partnerships and a willingness to help accomplish the work of implementation and monitoring.

In what parts of planning will the public be involved?
· Developing and updating the comprehensive evaluation report

· Establishing the plan components

· Developing plan options 

· During development of the monitoring program and during monitoring and evaluation 
When will the public be notified of steps in the planning process?
There are five formal public notices:   The Notice of Initiation, the Notice for 90-Day Comment Period, the Notice for 30-Day Objection Period, the Notice of plan approval, and the Notice of adjustment of an ongoing planning process.
