Data

Specific direction concerning use of best available data is provided in the 1982 NFMA implementing regulations at 36 CFR 219.12(d): "Each Forest Supervisor shall obtain and keep current inventory data appropriate for planning and managing the resources under his or her administrative jurisdiction. The Supervisor will assure that the interdisciplinary team has access to the best available data. This may require that special inventories or studies be prepared. The interdisciplinary team shall collect, assemble, and use data, maps, graphic material, and explanatory aids, of a kind, character, and quality, and to the detail appropriate for the management decisions to be made!'

Specific direction concerning use of information and scientific data is also provided in the NEPA implementing regulations at 40 CFR 1502.24: "Agencies shall insure the professional integrity, including scientific integrity, of the discussions and analyses in environmental impact statements. They shall identify any methodologies used and shall make explicit reference by footnote to the scientific and other sources relied upon for conclusions in the statement. An agency may place discussion of methodology in an appendix."

Specific direction concerning use of the best available scientific and commercial data available. in fulfilling federal agency responsibilities to insure that any action authorized, funded or carried out is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species, or result in the destruction or adverse modification of habitat of such species which has been determined to be critical, is given in the Endangered Species Act, 1973 (as amended) at Section 7(a)(2): "In fulfilling the requirements of this paragraph each agency shall use the best scientific and commercial data available."
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