¤ 219.12 Forest planning-process.





   (a)	General requirements.  The preparation, revision, or significant amendment of a forest plan shall comply with the requirements established in this section.  The planning process includes at least those actions set forth in paragraphs (b) through (k) of the section.  Some actions may occur simultaneously, and it may be necessary to repeat an action as additional information becomes available.  The environmental impact statement for each forest plan shall be prepared according to NEPA procedures.  To the extent feasible, a single process shall be used to meet planning and NEPA requirements.





(k)	Monitoring and evaluation.  At intervals established in the plan, implementation shall be evaluated on a sample basis to determine how well objectives have been met and how closely management standards and guidelines have been applied.  Based upon this evaluation, the interdisciplinary team shall recommend to the Forest Supervisor such changes in management direction, revisions, or amendments to the forest plan as are deemed necessary.  Monitoring requirements identified in the forest plan shall provide for--


   (1)	A quantitative estimate of performance comparing outputs and services with those projected by the forest plan;


   (2)	Documentation of the measured prescriptions and effects, including significant changes in productivity of the land; and


   (3)	Documentation of costs associated with carrying out the planned management prescriptions as compared with costs estimated in the forest plan.


   (4)	A description of the following monitoring activities:


   (i)	The actions, effects, or resources to be measured, and the frequency of measurements;


   (ii)	Expected precision and reliability of the monitoring process; and


   (iii)	The time when evaluation will be reported.


   (5)	A determination of compliance with the following standards:


   (i)	Lands are adequately restocked as specified in the forest plan;


   (ii)	Lands identified as not suited for timber production are examined at least every 10 years to determine if they have become suited; and that, if determined suited, such lands are returned to timber production;


   (iii)	Maximum size limits for harvest areas are evaluated to determine whether such size limits should be continued; and


   (iv)	Destructive insects and disease organisms do not increase to potentially damaging levels following management activities.








¤ 219.19  Fish and wildlife resource.





   Fish and wildlife habitat shall be managed to maintain viable populations of existing native and desired non-native vertebrate species in the planning area.  For planning purposes, a viable population shall be regarded as one which has the estimated numbers and distribution of reproductive individuals to insure its continued existence is well distributed in the planning area.  In order to insure that viable populations will be maintained, habitat must be provided to support, at least, a minimum number of reproductive individuals and that habitat must be well distributed so that those individuals can interact with others in the planning area.


   (a)	Each alternative shall establish objectives for the maintenance and improvement of habitat for management indicator species selected under paragraph (g)(1) of this section, to the degree consistent with overall multiple use objectives of the alternative.  To meet this goal, management planning for the fish and wildlife resource shall meet the requirements set forth in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(7) of this section.





   (6)	Population trends of the management indicator species will be monitored and relationships to habitat changes determined.  This monitoring will be done in cooperation with State fish and wildlife agencies, to the extent practicable.





¤ 219.27  Management requirements.





   The minimum specific management requirements to be met in accomplishing goals and objectives for the National Forest System are set forth in this section.  These requirements guide the development, analysis, approval, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of forest plans.


   (a)	Resource protection.  All management prescriptions shall--





  (7)	Be assessed prior to project implementation for potential physical, biological, aesthetic, cultural, engineering, and economic impacts and for consistency with multiple uses planned for the general area;





¤ 219.28  Research.





   (a)	Research needs for management of the National Forest System shall be identified during planning and periodically reviewed during evaluation of implemented plans.  Particular attention should be given to research needs identified during the monitoring and evaluation described in ¤ 219.12(k). These identified needs shall be included in formulating overall research programs and plans which involve private as well as public forest and rangelands.
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