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2670.22 - Sensitive Species.


	1.  Develop and implement management practices to ensure that 


species do not become threatened or endangered because of Forest Service actions.


	2.  Maintain viable populations of all native and desired 


nonnative wildlife, fish, and plant species in habitats distributed throughout their geographic range on National Forest System lands.  


	3.  Develop and implement management objectives for 


populations and/or habitat of sensitive species.


2670.32 - Sensitive Species.


	1.  Assist States in achieving their goals for conservation 


of endemic species.


	2.  As part of the National Environmental Policy Act process, 


review programs and activities, through a biological evaluation, to determine their potential effect on sensitive species.


	3.  Avoid or minimize impacts to species whose viability has 


been identified as a concern.


	4.  If impacts cannot be avoided, analyze the significance of 


potential adverse effects on the population or its habitat within the area of concern and on the species as a whole.  (The line officer, with project approval authority, makes the decision to allow or disallow impact, but the decision must not result in loss of species viability or create significant trends toward Federal listing.)


	5.  Establish management objectives in cooperation with the 


States when projects on National Forest System lands may have a significant effect on sensitive species population numbers or distributions.  Establish objectives for Federal candidate species, in cooperation with the FWS or NMFS and the States.


2672.1 - Sensitive Species Management.  Sensitive species of 


native plant and animal species must receive special management emphasis to ensure their viability and to preclude trends toward endangerment that would result in the need for Federal listing.


There must be no impacts to sensitive species without an analysis of the significance of adverse effects on the populations, its habitat, and on the viability of the species as a whole.  It is essential to establish population viability objectives when making decisions that would significantly reduce sensitive species numbers.


2672.11 - Identification of Sensitive Species.  Regional Foresters shall identify sensitive species occurring within the Region.  They shall examine the following sources as possible candidates for listing as sensitive species:


    1.  Fish and Wildlife Service or National Marine Fisheries Service candidates for Federal listing (categories 1 and 2) under Federal Register Notice of Review.


2.  State lists of endangered, threatened, rare, endemic, 


unique, or vanishing species, especially those listed as threatened under State law.


    3.  Other sources as appropriate in order to focus conservation management strategies and to avert the need for Federal or State listing as a result of National Forest management activities.


2672.12 - Conservation Agreements.  Regional Foresters, in cooperation with the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), shall identify sensitive species that qualify for conservation agreements.  Such agreements provide the Forest Service an opportunity to take the initiative in removing any threats to FWS "Federal candidate species," so that they no longer qualify under the Endangered Species Act criteria for formal listing as threatened or endangered.  The FWS has developed policy, criteria, and a sample format to assist in developing conservation agreements.


2672.32 - Forest Plan Objectives for Sensitive Species.  For sensitive species, include objectives in Forest plans to ensure viable populations throughout their geographic ranges.  Once the objectives are accomplished and viability is no longer a concern, species shall not have "sensitive" status.


2673.2 - Sensitive Species


	1.  Wildlife and Fish.  The Forest Service shall cooperate 


with States in their enforcement of State laws that protect wildlife species from illegal taking.  All permits for taking are issued under the authority of State law.  The Forest Service shall aid enforcement for protection of species in Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species appendixes, State�listed species, and other species protected under State law (Lacey Act amendments of 1981).


