Due to these species’ acknowledged and significant downward trend in numbers, density, and/or habitat, the Forest Service is required by its own procedures to provide special attention to these species by preparing conservation assessments and strategies, and documenting the potential effects of ongoing and proposed actions





According to the Forest Service Manual, sensitive species “must receive special management emphasis” (FSM 2672,1); see also Inland Empire Public Lands v. United States Forest Service, 88 F.3d 754 (9th Cir. 1996) (“This duty to ensure viable, or self-sustaining, populations, applies with special force to ‘sensitive’ species.”).  “There must be no impacts to  sensitive species without an analysis of significance of adverse effects on the populations, its habitat, and on the viability of the species as a whole.” Id.  Therefore, the agency must prepare a Biological Evaluation (“BE”) to review each proposed action for possible effects on individual species. Id. (FSM 2672.4); see Forest Conservation Council v. Espy, 835 F.Supp. 1202, 1206 (D. Idaho 1993), aff’d, 42 F.3d 1399 (9th Cir. 1993) (“[o]ngoing Forest Service programs and proposed actions which may have an effect on a sensitive species must be reviewed in a BE”).





The BE is to include an identification of all sensitive species known or expected to be in the analysis area, a description of their habitat, and an analysis of the potential effects on the species and their habitat (FSM 2672.41).


