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=====  A message from the 'appealist' discussion list  =====





As a result of numerous inquiries, below is the Black's Law Dictionary


definition of "qui tam."





[Bottom line: prove the government is being defrauded, (by a timber company, 


for example) get a piece of the pie in return for your good deed.]





Latin for "Who sues on behalf of the King as well as for himself."


Action brought by an informer, under a statute which establishes a penalty 


for the commission or omission of a certain act, and provides that the same 


shall be recoverable in a civil action, part of the penalty to go to any 


person who will bring such action and the remainder to the state or some 


other institution.  It is called a "qui tam" action because the plaintiff 


states that he sues as well for the state as himself.





See also: False Claims Act; Whistle-blower Acts
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