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10/1/01

Stillwater/Swan State Forest

P.O. Box 164

Olney, Montana 59927

Dear Brian:

These are comments on the DNRC proposal to log forests burned in the Moose Fire that is still burning in NW Montana.  These comments are on behalf of the Alliance for the Wild Rockies, Friends of the Wild Swan, and the Ecology Center.

It is evident that the DNRC desires to move quickly into the burned areas and log.  Specifically, the scoping notice mentions that project development would be expedited to reduce the loss of value that would occur.  We would like to take this opportunity and urge DNRC to slow down and take a deep breath.  Trees die every day in Montana and tree decay is a part of the natural nutrient recycling process that has resulted in the forests we enjoy and depend on today.   The burned forest environment is more sensitive to further disturbances such as logging and road building than a green forest typically would be.  Please consider this as you examine your alternatives.  Please explain what exactly you mean by expedited process, do you plan to follow the provisions of MEPA?

We request that a map be included in the proposal analysis that clearly identifies where proposed logging associated with the Moose Salvage Sale would occur as well as all ongoing and future logging in the Cyclone / Coal area (Please include the Cyclone/Coal 99 and 2000 timber sales and the Cyclone Ridge Fire Timber Sale).  Has the Cyclone 2000 Timber Sale been scheduled to go to the Land Board?   Did the fire burn through any recently logged state lands?  If yes, please identify the on a map as well.   

The landscape that the Moose fire is burning in and surrounding areas are extremely important wildlife habitat.  Grizzly Bears will be impacted by any proposal that builds roads, even if they are temporary.  Please disclose the impacts of all alternatives on all wildlife species that use the area.  How will this project affect Grizzly Bear habitat, Bull Trout habitat?    

How will this proposal impact water quality and fisheries in all watersheds in the analysis area?  Do any WQLS exist in the analysis area?  has a TMDL been completed for any watershed in the analysis area?  How will this project impact sedimentation of watersheds?  What is the road density on state lands in the analysis area?  Considering the extensive logging that has occurred in the area we request that a comprehensive cumulative effect analysis be completed for all natural resources within the analysis area.  

Has the Stillwater unit finished mapping an Old Growth network according to the Green et al. habitat characteristics?  Did any Old Growth habitat burn?  If so, in what fire severity did it burn?   What is the habitat type of all forested acres that burned and in what severity did each habitat type burn?  How many acres of recently logged state lands burned in the Moose fire?  

Sincerely,


and for,
Jeff Juel, TECI


Arlene Montgomery







801 Sherwood Suite B

Box 5103







Missoula, MT 59802

Swan Lake, MT 59911

Ryan Shaffer, 
AWR







