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[image: image2.wmf]FRIENDS OF THE WILD SWAN 

P.O. BOX 5103 

SWAN LAKE, MT  59911


October 9, 2001

Brian Manning

Forest Mgmt. specialist

Stillwater State Forest

P.O. Box 164

Olney, Mt. 59927

Dear Brian:

Please accept these supplemental comments on the proposed Moose Fire Salvage on behalf of Friends of the Wild Swan, Alliance for the Wild Rockies and the Ecology Center.  

Montana Dept. of Fish, Wildlife and Parks data (trapping, sightings, tracks) indicate that lynx have been found on the Coal Creek State Forest.  How has this fire and past management of the Coal Creek Forest affected lynx habitat?  Please disclose where lynx denning and foraging habitat were located prior to the fire, and what habitat is available for lynx post-fire.  Analyze how the proposed salvage logging will affect lynx foraging and denning habitat including cumulative effects from past logging, road building, fire suppression activities, salvaging that is going on right now, etc.

Please disclose what standards DNRC has developed to provide for maintaining and/or restoring lynx habitat and lynx populations on the Coal Creek State Forest so you are not "taking" lynx or its habitat in violation of the Endangered Species Act.  Have those standards (if they exist) been reviewed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?  Does DNRC have an incidental take permit for lynx?

Please analyze how this fire, past management and the proposed salvage has/will affect wolf denning, rearing and survival.  

Please keep us informed as this project proceeds.

Sincerely,

Arlene Montgomery, Friends of the Wild Swan

for

Ryan Shaffer, Alliance for the Wild Rockies

and

Jeff Juel, Ecology Center       

