                    August 11, 1998





                            EMERGENCY PROTECTION GIVEN TO THE 





                          JARBIDGE RIVER BULL TROUT POPULATION 








                    The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service today emergency-listed the Jarbidge


                    River population of bull trout as endangered under the Federal Endangered


                    Species Act. This action immediately extends the full protection of the


                    Endangered Species Act to the Jarbidge River population of bull trout and


                    its habitat, and will remain in effect for 240 days. 





                    The purpose of the emergency rule provision of the Endangered Species


                    Act is to prevent species from becoming extinct by affording them


                    immediate protection while the normal listing process is being followed.


                    The Service considers species for emergency listing when the immediacy of


                    the threat is so great to a significant portion of the total population that the


                    routine listing process, which may take a year to complete, is not sufficient


                    to prevent large losses that may result in extinction.





                    Jarbidge River bull trout are found in the Jarbidge River Basin of Elko


                    County in northeastern Nevada and Owhyee County in southern Idaho.


                    They are separated from other bull trout populations by a 150-mile stretch


                    of unsuitable habitat.





                    Recreational fishing in the Jarbidge River system of Nevada and Idaho will


                    be affected by this emergency listing. Nevada and Idaho state fishing


                    regulations currently allow fishing in the Jarbidge River, but prohibit harvest


                    of bull trout by requiring release of any bull trout caught. In addition to


                    prohibiting harvest of bull trout, the emergency listing would also prohibit


                    harming or harassing the species, which would happen if an angler fishing


                    for another trout species within the Jarbidge River system unintentionally


                    catches a bull trout. 





                    The listing was prompted by the unauthorized disturbance of portions of


                    the West Fork of the Jarbidge River by the Elko County Road Department


                    on July 21, 1998. The work destroyed at least 300 yards of river by filling


                    it with material from adjacent hillsides and old flood debris. The entire flow


                    of the river was diverted into a sterile, newly created channel. All stream


                    side vegetation was removed, including mature trees. Silt from the work


                    has spread for several miles downstream of the site. If continued, this


                    unauthorized road construction would result in the direct loss of 27 percent


                    of the known bull trout habitat found there. 





                    The county's work occurred on the Jarbidge Canyon Road (also known as


                    the South Canyon Road and Forest Development Road #064), a Forest


                    Service road to the Jarbidge Wilderness, that was washed out during a


                    flood in 1995. The Forest Service is evaluating alternatives for providing


                    access to the wilderness boundary while minimizing or eliminating adverse


                    impacts to bull trout habitat. The Fish and Wildlife Service has been


                    consulting with the Forest Service, as well as other State and Federal


                    agencies, on the alternatives since December 1997. On July 15, 1998, the


                    Elko County Board of Commissioners ordered the road department to


                    repair the Jarbidge Canyon Road. Neither the Forest Service or the Fish


                    and Wildlife Service were consulted or notified by the Board of


                    Commissioners prior to the issuance of this order.








                    The extent of the damage done to the Jarbidge River, and the risk that


                    additional damage will occur, is the basis for the emergency listing. The


                    actions threaten the already limited Jarbidge bull trout population and


                    significantly affect future recovery of this species because of the unique,


                    specific habitat needs of the bull trout. Bull trout abundance is influenced


                    by availability of water temperatures below 59 degrees Fahrenheit, large


                    woody debris, undercut banks, boulders, pools, stable stream channels,


                    and migration corridors. Bull trout spawn between August and November


                    in habitats with loose, clean gravel. 








                    The Jarbidge River population of bull trout currently is restricted to the


                    headwaters of the East Fork and West Fork of the Jarbidge River and four


                    tributary streams in Nevada, and relatively few fish remain. It is estimated


                    that only 50 to 125 bull trout spawn annually throughout the entire Jarbidge


                    River basin. The West Fork of the Jarbidge River supports the highest


                    density of bull trout remaining within the Jarbidge River system.





                    Prior to this emergency listing, the Fish and Wildlife Service published a


                    proposal in the Federal Register on June 10, 1998, to list this bull trout


                    population as threatened. That proposal included a special rule which


                    would have allowed sport angling in bull trout habitat, as long as all


                    applicable state regulations were followed. However, the Endangered


                    Species Act does not allow this kind of rule for any species which is listed


                    as endangered. Public comment on the original proposal to list the species


                    as threatened will be accepted by the Service until October 8, 1998. A


                    final determination on the proposal will be made prior to the expiration of


                    the emergency rule.





                    The bull trout is a member of the char subgroup of the salmon family. Char


                    have light-colored spots on a darker background, reversing the dark spots


                    on light background pattern of trout and salmon. Bull trout have a large


                    flattened head and pale-yellow to crimson body spots on an olive green to


                    brown background, and lack teeth in the roof of the mouth. Bull trout


                    exhibit both resident and migratory life-history strategies. Bull trout have


                    more specific habitat requirements compared to other salmonids. 





                    The Endangered Species Act directs Federal agencies to protect and


                    promote the recovery of listed species. Proposed Federal projects and


                    actions, including activities on non-Federal lands that involve Federal


                    funding or permitting, require review by the Fish and Wildlife Service to


                    ensure they will not jeopardize the survival of listed species. Once a


                    species is listed, all protective measures authorized by the Endangered


                    Species Act apply to the species and its habitat. Listing a species results in


                    increased public awareness and conservation actions by Federal, state and


                    local agencies, private organizations, and individuals.


