





A couple of ideas.  Here in North Idaho, most of the national forests are already within a lethal or mixed (both lethal and non-lethal) fire regime, and always have been.  The fact that 49.5 million acres are at high risk of lethal fire means nothing.  These areas evolved with stand-replacing fire (the word catastrophic should be avoided).   For example, lodgepole pine, which dominate much, if not most, of the northern Rockies national forests  are in stand-replacing fire regimes (Cooper et al. 1991, Barrett 1982 and Green 1994 in Smith and Fischer 1997).  The fires of 1888, 1889, 1910 (especially), 1919, 1924, and 1934 prove that point.  All of those fires were far bigger than anything in 1988, 1994, 2000, or 2001 and those big fires occurred before fire suppression was effective and before all of this so-called fuel loading from fire suppression and unhealthy forests.  Those fires were natural events that will continue to happen.  The Mississippi will flood, hurricanes will strike, rain will fall, and big, hot fires will burn in the Northern Rockies.





Fuel is not the main determinant of fire severity.   Research from lodgepole pine in Yellowstone found stand-replacing or severe fires are a function of weather, not fuel load (Turner et al. 1994).





You should have the Forest Service's own research that shows logging increases fire severity. (ICBEMP and SNEMP projects).  Thinning in roadless areas is not a good idea for fire prevention (DellaSala and Frost 2001).  Several studies actually suggest that thinning may increase fire severity (Fahnestock 1968, Weatherspoon  and  Skinner  1995,  Huff et al.  1995, U.S. Forest Service 1995) .





I assume you are in contact with Nathaniel Lawrence of NRDC who put together excellent testimony on thinning on Dec. 4, 2001 for a hearing on gridlock and also, Rick Brown, with Defenders of Wildlife, put out a paper on "Thinning, Fire, and Forest Restoration." 





Finally, you should also contact Dr. Tim Inglesbee in Eugene, Western Fire Ecology Center (fire@efn.org).  He is on this list and an expert on these issues.
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