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. Subject: 'SNFPA Implementauon Clmhuatmn f‘or Dead Trcc Remova! After Stand-
- _Reptaung Wildfire in OId Forest Emptmsls Aress. -

. Teo:. .For%t Superwsors. Modoc, Lassen, Plumas, Tatme, Eidomdc, Stamslaus, Sierra,
T Sequo:a, Inyo, Lake Tahoe Bas'm, And Hmnboldt-To:yabc National Foreets

- To pro\nde clanry and consistency, | am lssumg these gmdehnes on how to planand. 1mplement
projects for the removal of stunding dead trees after a stand-replacing event in Old Forest .
"Emphasis Arcas. These guidelines apply only to Old Forcst Eniphasis Areas on the Forests. -
- included in the Sierra Nevada Forcst Plan Amcndment T hey do not apply s t:ecs regarded as
“imminent ha7ard~z to human saiety .

‘Thie 1mplementatmn of pmjects tor the removal of staudmg dead Erees aﬁm a stand—rcpla:..mg
event in “Old Forest Emphasw Areas oocurs in two phases: R

1. The first phase is the. project-planning phase, which involves defining what a stand-
replacing ovent is. As staicd in my letter of February 12, 2002, *stand-replacing cvent ocours
_when 75 percent of a stand. . . within a fire is killed." As further clurification of this dcﬁnmon,
" stand-replacing event has occirred when 75 percent.or more of the basal area of a stand in stems .
larger than 6 inches dbh have been kilied. Whether a particular tree has been “killed” within this
~ definition will be based on the tree designation guidelines prepared by Sheri Smith and others :
dated March 8, 2002, or later. Many trees critically injured by a stand-replacing fire may not be
"dead at the time the stand analysis pursuant to the Smith guidelines is conducted; nonetheless,
~ such trees will be considered “killed™ if they meet the standards set forth in those guidelines.
‘Bevause trees may take nionths, or even a couple of years, to dic as a result of a fire, determining -
whether a stand-replacing fire has occurred by-only considering the percentage of trees actually -
dead at thc time of pro;cct planmng would fail to rccogmzc the true number of trees k:lled by
tire... : . . :

- 3 _'T!_\e second phace is the projoct implmemét&an phase wh'e:e.thg' _inte’ntis.to remove the
standing dead trees. Use the criterion of “No Visible Living Leaves” to designate trees for

removal. An ocular estimate will be used to survey trees prior to cumng and detennmc if
]wmg/nccdics (green) are. v1sﬂ:t}c .
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- These guidelines are effective immediatel

direction may be provided as the regional
Plan Amendment, . ' '

s/ Jack A, B!ackwd_l

JACK A. BLACKWELL

" Regional Forester

y for the puﬁpo'se of .pro_jéct planning. Additiona}
leam completes its review of the Sicrra Nevada Forost



