Date: Sun, 04 Apr 1999 22:15:08 -0700


From: Scott Silver <ssilver@wildwilderness.org


Organization: Wild Wilderness





We JUST received this information through a FOIA request! It is truly


spectacular.





We may NEVER obtain a HOTTER Smoking Gun example of the ongoing attempts


to "commercialize, privatize, and motorize" recreational opportunities


on public lands than what we have included in this message.





The following quote is from a document issued by the Army Corps of


Engineers entitled: "Recreation Partnership Initiative." This document


was presented in January at the American Recreation Coalition's


"Partnership Outdoors" conference. Attendees included: Michael Dombeck


(Chief of the Forest Service), Jim Lyons (Undersecretary of Agriculture)


plus 70 additional government employees representing the BLM, BoR, NPS,


USFWS, TVA, US Dept. Defense and the US Dept. Transportation. The


meeting was also attended by a comparable number of representatives from


the recreation industry including: the American Recreation Coalition,


Yamaha, Personal Watercraft Industry Association, Kampgrounds of


America, Mammoth Mountain Ski Areas and The Walt Disney Company. 





This is what 'the partners' discussed...





             -----Begin quote-----





"The Recreation Partnership Initiative is an opportunity to


obtain private sector funding for additional public recreation


facilities at Corps projects where demand exists. The intent of


the program is to encourage private development of public


recreational facilities such as; marinas, hotel/motel/restaurant


complexes, conference centers, RV camping areas, golf courses,


theme parks, and entertainment areas with shops, etc. The program


will not address private exclusive developments such as


condominiums, time shares, or private residential development.





The Recreation Partnerships Initiative (RPI), is designed to


provide additional public recreation opportunities and


infrastructure at U.S. Army Corps of Engineers water projects at


no additional cost to the Federal Government through private


sector involvement. The RPI uses private sector expertise not


found within the Corps to advertise for and assist in the


evaluation of private sector developer proposals for unique


public recreation opportunities.... 





The current schedule calls for the Corps to issue leases for


these private sector developments during the winter or early


spring of the year 2000. The Corps is indeed excited about the


possibility of providing these additional opportunities for


private sector development of public recreation facilities. These


opportunities provide a win, win, win situation. The private


developers win because of the excellent opportunities they will


have to make a profit. The public wins because of the additional


recreation opportunities made available to them and the Corp and


the Federal Government win because much needed public facilities


are provided at no cost to the Government. If the initial


offerings prove successful, the Corps plans to make additional


opportunities for private sector development available at a later


date."








                    ----End quote----








For over two years, Wild Wilderness has been warning about the coming of


Industrial Strength Recreation. We have, however, never come upon a more


clear and concise OFFICIAL statement describing the government's


willingness to privatize management control of public lands.





Remember, this information was exchanged in a forum hosted by Walt


Disney, held at Disney World and attended by dozens of high level


representatives of the American Government, plus a similar number of


high level representatives of the American Recreation Coalition and its


member corporations. The forum was called "PARTNERS OUTDOORS".





Were your interests represented at that forum? Are you one of the


"partners" or are you just a "customer"?





PLEASE disseminate this information widely.





Do not let ARC and the federal government continue these back room


negotiations while the public is kept in the dark. Help us end this


nonsense. Help us end Fee-Demo, which is the key to this entire


wreckreation agenda.





PLEASE write a letter today addressed to:





     Congressman Ralph Regula


     House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee


     B-308 Rayburn Building


     Washington, D.C. 20515





Tell Congressman Regula what you think of the Recreation Partnership


Initiative, about Fee-Demo and about similar programs designed to turn


management control of public lands over to private hands. Be sure to ask


that your letter be included as written testimony for Public Witness Day


April 13, 1999.





Thank you





Scott


