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Subject: Re: "restoration" alternatives





=====  A message from the 'nocutnews' discussion list  =====





	The concept of "doing some restoration" to "learn" how to best restore


ecosystems compromised by logging assumes, among other things, that we have


gathered as much information over a sufficiently broad range of disciplines


as we can from similar, intact, undisturbed ecosystems, and spent


sufficient resources analyzing the resultant data with a methodology


unbiased by economic and political pressure to actually UNDERSTAND the


symbiotic relationships between all components of the system...........


	The habitat type classification based on understory plant associations


used by the Menominee Tribe of Wisconsin, quantified by Dr. John Kotar of


the University of Wisconsin, based on a model found in England 100 years


ago, is just one example of a way of understanding a forest ecosystem which


is radically different from the agricultural model which has dominated


silviculture in America.


	The type of "environmental relativism" embraced by mainstream enviro's and


the various "good corporate citizens" that typically support feel good


measures like this "restoration alternative" unfortunately puts


silvicuralists and foresters in the driver's seat, with token participation


by "habitat and wildlife people"(in this context, wildlife usually refers


to game species). 


	All the evidence I have seen suggests that while foresters' role may be


understood to be increasingly IMPORTANT, particularly noting the


destruction they have left in their wake over the last forty years, their


influence as expressed as a percentage of all factors considered may at the


same time need to be dramatically reduced. I only occasionally suggest


(with tongue in cheek), that silviculture is becoming increasingly


irrelevant......  poised to observe the predictable rise from the forestry


establishment, but I am only half joking. 


	It is neither enviro's nor loggers who have presided over the decimation


of the nation's forests, it is foresters. Why not contemplate a land


management ethic which utilizes practices which do not require restoration?


Peter Neils
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