2554 - SOIL QUALITY MONITORING





2554.02 - Objective





    1.  To determine changes in long-term soil productivity.





    2.  To advise decision-makers when adjustments are needed in 


land management practices to protect or improve soil 


productivity.





2554.03 - Policy.  Monitor the soil resource to detect 


significant changes in soil properties resulting from the 


implementation of management plans.





2554.04 - Responsibility.  See FSM 2525.04.





2554.1 - Monitoring.  Gather data to detect changes in chemical, 


biological, and physical soil properties resulting from 


management activities.  Examine standards established in forest 


plans to determine when changes in soil properties are 


significant enough to warrant adjustments in management 


activities.  Quantify information to provide a means of 


evaluating attainment of land management activities.  Soil 


quality monitoring shall:





    1.  Determine whether or not the soil management 


standards/guides in the forest plan were implemented as 


prescribed.





    2.  Determine the effectiveness of the standards and guides.





    3.  Identify and prescribe corrective measures needed.





    4.  Validate assumptions and coefficients used in developing 


standards and guidelines.  Make modifications as needed.





2554.11 - Levels of Soil Quality Monitoring.  Conduct soil 


quality monitoring activities at the levels of intensity 


appropriate to the project.





2554.12 - Soil Quality Monitoring Plans of Operation.  Secure 


line approval for a soil quality monitoring plan before 


implementing any soil monitoring activity.  See FSM 2525.1 for 


the necessary components of a soil quality monitoring plan.


