


Timber planners are getting lots of mileage out of this trick lately.  In


Oregon, we argue that the Northwest Forest Plan prohibits the FS from


using planned restoration or mitigation as a substitute for avoiding


habitat degradation.  ROD at C-31, I think - it's in the riparian reserve


S&G's.  





Also, this "long-term restoration" garbage does not account for the


cumulative effects of the project.  One should argue that the potential


benefits of road decommissioning cannot offset the cumulative impact of


logging and road building on site hydrology.  A good paper on this subject


comes from Jones and Grant of Oregon State Univ. and the PNW Research


Station (USFS) in WATER RESOURCES RESEARCH 32:4 (April 96) pp. 959-74.


According to this study, logging and road building ALWAYS increase peak


flows, especially when there are cumulative impacts on a drainage, for up


to 25 years.  That timeframe far eclipses the benefits of restoration.  





Additionally, Beschta et al. had a good 1997 paper on cumulative watershed


effects  "Cumulative Effects of Forest Practices in Oregon" Robert


Besechta et al.(1995) - cite escapes me - searchable on internet.


As you know, "Cumulative Watershed Effects" refer to the additive


consequences of all environmental influences as they affect critical


aquatic and riparian resources.  "All influences" include past, present


and future, off-site and on-site, natural and human-induced, direct and


indirect, public and private effects and include all variety of


management-induced influences.  When adverse effects occur they are


usually in violation of Section 319 of the Clean Water Act.  See National


Marine Fisheries, "Position Paper on the Oregon Forest Practices Act," May


13, 1996.  





All of this literature is specific to our neck of the woods, but the


arguents are there:  the FS restoration argument doesn't account for


cumulative impacts and it's the agency's burden to prove that restoration


will indeed occur over the long-term.  hope this helps!  
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