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To:        All Activists





From:    Mark Salvo, American Lands and Jacob Smith, Wildlands Center 


for Preventing Roads





Subject:  BLM Begins Massive 16-State Vegetation Treatment EIS 





Scoping Comments Due March 29th, Public Meetings Scheduled





Acknowledging the poor condition of much of the agency's holdings, the 


Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is planning to prepare an Environmental 


Impact Statement (EIS) that will broadly address ecosystem restoration 


on millions of acres of BLM lands in the West.  The EIS will address the 


spread of noxious weeds as well as restoration of native vegetation, 


wildlife habitat, and watersheds.  The BLM has requested public scoping 


comments for the EIS, which may be submitted in writing or at public 


meetings to be hosted by the agency this winter at locations across the 


country (see below).  This EIS is critically important, as innumerable 


regional and local restoration projects will be developed and "tiered" 


to this document.  This plan will consider treatments such as prescribed 


fire, riparian restoration, restoration of native plant communities, 


control of invasive species, fuels reduction and other prescriptions.





What's the concern?





Between 1985 and 1995, weeds increased on the public range from 4 


million to 17 million acres.  The BLM estimates that weeds spread at a 


rate of 4,600 acres per day on agency lands. The worst invader may be 


cheatgrass, a flammable but fire-loving non-native that has taken over 


nearly 25 million acres of public land in the Great Basin.  (These facts 


cited in The Sagebrush Sea booklet, available at www.sagebrushsea.org).





Noxious weeds reduce biological diversity and threaten sensitive fish 


and wildlife species. Flammable weeds can drastically alter natural fire 


regimes, which may result in ecosystem collapse.  Weeds are present on 


all landscape-types managed by the BLM, including Pacific Northwest 


forests, Mojave Desert, Chihuahuan Desert, Sonoran Desert and the 


Sagebrush Sea.  





Is there chance for mischief in this EIS?





Given past planning efforts, it is possible that the BLM will address 


the symptoms of noxious weeds without considering the causes. Weeds are 


usually spread by soil disturbance or stress on ecosystems from domestic 


livestock grazing, road building, off-road vehicle use, logging, mining, 


fire, and other activities. Weeds are also spread by deliberate planting 


of invasive species either by state or federal agencies attempting to 


"enhance" or "restore" areas (or by private citizens to beautify their 


properties).  These uses and activities are permitted on public lands by 


the BLM. However, conservationists are concerned that the agency will 


propose expensive, invasive techniques to halt the spread of weeds 


without also requiring reductions and restrictions in the activities 


that cause weeds to spread in the first place. Such a plan would be 


costly and destined for failure.  Conservationists are also concerned 


that the BLM will use this process to encourage replacing noxious weeds 


with other nonnative plants more palatable to livestock but unfriendly 


to native ecosystem health.





Please Submit Your Comments 





Scoping is the initial process of gathering input from interested 


persons about how to draft an EIS. Your comments, whether written or 


oral, are important to determine the eventual tone and substance of this 


important planning document for restoration of BLM lands across the 


west.  Following are suggested points for your letter or oral testimony. 





·       Due to the scope of this programmatic EIS, it should focus on 


identifying weed location and restoration priorities, allowing landscape 


and site specific analysis to determine restoration objectives and 


methods. Restoration projects should have clearly defined restoration 


objectives, require landscape and site specific assessments, and use 


best available science.





·       Motorized vehicle use (including motorized recreation, oil and gas 


development, and other activities relying on motorized vehicles) and 


livestock grazing are major factors causing the spread of invasive 


species across BLM lands-a major threat to ecosystem health. Vehicles 


and livestock transport seeds to areas not yet affected by noxious weeds 


and facilitate establishment of weed species by disturbing soil. 


Motorized vehicles should only be allowed on designated routes that have 


undergone a thorough impact analysis and where the agency has sufficient 


monitoring and enforcement resources to protect roaded areas from 


misuse. Motorized vehicles and livestock should be prohibited in newly 


burned areas, habitats that have not been invaded by noxious weeds, in 


legislatively or administratively proposed wilderness areas, Wilderness 


Study Areas, and important habitat for imperiled species when invading 


plants have been identified as a threat to those species or habitat.





·       The EIS must address strategies to prevent all of the causes of 


noxious weed spread.  These strategies should include the use of 


weed-free certified hay, weed-free certified fill for road repair, 


weed-free certified seed for replanting and education and other 


strategies for discouraging neighboring landowners from planting 


invasive plant species. 





·       The EIS should address all plants considered by the best available 


science to be invasive in ecosystems under BLM management, not merely 


those officially designated as "noxious weeds".





·       The EIS process should aim to reduce use of herbicides on BLM lands 


and to explore the use of newer and less damaging herbicides.





·       Restoration efforts should be directed specifically at recovering 


natural ecological processes and establishing viable populations of 


extirpated and sensitive native species, such as the sage grouse, 


white-tailed prairie dog, black-footed ferret, Columbia spotted frog, 


Washington ground squirrel, and desert yellowhead.  Only native seeds 


should be used in restoration projects. 





·       Fire is a natural process that should be restored to many BLM lands. 


Hazardous fuels reduction to protect lives and property should be 


narrowly focused on the wildands-urban interface and not in the 


backcountry.  Other treatments need to be done in the context of a 


restoration assessment with clearly defined restoration objectives.  


Projects need to protect roadless areas, old growth, endangered species 


habitat, riparian areas and other important areas of high ecological 


integrity.  Fuels-reduction that includes road construction and 


reconstruction, increases motorized vehicle, and livestock access may 


actually cause more harm by spreading invasive species and increasing 


the likelihood of fire starts. Prescribed burning must be done very 


carefully so not to increase the spread of noxious weeds.  





·       Road obliteration and revegetation is one of the most effective ways 


of restoring ecosystems and controlling noxious weeds. Road obliteration 


should be a major component of any BLM restoration plan.





Send your comments by March 29, 2002:





Mr. Brian Amme


Attn. BLM Vegetation EIS


Bureau of Land Management


P.O. Box 12000


Reno, Nevada


89520-0006


FAX:  775-861-6712


brian_amme@nv.blm.gov (note that the BLM e-mail system is not currently 


working)





PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING SCHEDULE (Confirm with your state or local BLM 


office):





Alaska - March 6, 3-6 PM, BLM Anchorage Field Office, 6881 Abbott Loop 


Road, Anchorage, AK. (BLM Contact: Gene Terland, 907-271-3344).





California (2 meetings) - (1) February 5, 5-8 PM, Alturas Sacred Heart 


Parish Hall, 507 East 4th Street, Alturas, CA. (2) February 26, 5-8PM, 


Holiday Inn Select, 801 Truxton Avenue, Bakersfield, CA. (BLM Contacts:  


Jennifer Purvine, 530-233-7932 [Alturas], and Stephen Larson, 


661-391-6099  [Bakersfield]).





Idaho (2 meetings) - (1) February 13, 6-9 PM, Vista Inn, 2645 Airport 


Way, Boise, ID. (2) February 14, 6-9 PM, College of Southern Idaho, 


Shields Bldg., Room 117, 315 Falls Avenue, Twin Falls, ID. (BLM 


Contacts: Barry Rose, 208-373-4014 [Boise] and Eddie Guerrero, 


208-736-2355 [Twin Falls]).





Montana (2 meetings) - January 29, 4-7 PM, Miles Community College Room 


106, 2715 Dickinson, Miles City, MT. (2) February 11, 5-8 PM, U.S. 


Forest Service Helena National Forest Headquarters, 2880 Skyway Drive, 


Helena, MT. (BLM Contact: Jody Weil, 406-896-5258 [Miles City and 


Helena]).





Nevada (2 meetings) - February 19, 4-7 PM, Bureau of Land Management, 


Nevada State Office, 1340 Financial Blvd., Reno, NV. (2) February 21, 


2-5 PM and 6-9 PM, Hilton Garden Inn Meeting Room, 3650 Idaho Street, 


Elko, NV. (BLM Contacts: JoLynn Worley, 775-861-6515 [Reno] and Mike 


Brown, 775-753-0200 [Elko]).





New Mexico - February 25, 6-9 PM, Holiday Inn Express, Neptune Room, 


1100 North California, Socorro, NM. (BLM Contact: Margie Onstad, 


505-838-1256).





Oregon - March 4, 6-9 PM, Days Inn City Center, 1414 SW 6th, Portland, 


OR. (BLM Contact: Chris Strebig, 503-952-6003).





Washington State - February 28, 6-9 PM, Spokane Valley Library, 12004 


East Main Avenue, Spokane, WA. (BLM Contact: Kathy Helm, 509-536-1252).





Washington, D.C. - March 12, 9 AM -12 Noon, Washington Plaza Hotel, 


Franklin Room, 10 Thomas Circle (Massachusetts and 14th Street), 


Washington, D.C. (BLM Contact: Sharon Wilson, 202-452-5130).


�


Steve Holmer


Campaign Coordinator


American Lands


726 7th Street SE


Washington, D.C. 20003


202/547-9105


202/547-9213 fax


mailto:wafcdc@americanlands.org


http://www.americanlands.org





To subscribe or unsubscribe please send a message to mailto:wafcdc@americanlands.org 
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