February 18, 2004

Suzanne Audet

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

11103 E. Montgomery Dr.

Spokane, WA 99206

Re: Comment period on Variance to Kootenay-Boundary Land Use Plan in British Columbia

Dear Ms. Audet,

As you are aware, the British Columbia government recently released a draft of the Kootenay-Boundary Higher Level Plan Amendment on Mountain Caribou Objective. The draft amendment is intended to provide guidance for forest managers and licensees logging in mountain caribou habitat. 

We believe that it is important and appropriate for the Caribou Recovery Team to critique and submit comments on the HLP amendment, its objectives and underpinnings by March 22, 2004 which is the date that the comment period closes. We feel very strongly that the Caribou Recovery Team has a mandated administrative, professional, and moral responsibility to comment on the HLP amendments.  

As the only international body charged with the facilitation of mountain caribou recovery in the Selkirk Mountains ecosystem, commenting on such a critical habitat management plan certainly falls within the core responsibilities of the Caribou Recovery Team. Absent coordination and input on this level we question the validity of recovery efforts of this unique species. We have serious questions as to whether the KBHLP and its proposed amendments are consistent with the basic standards for habitat protection in the U.S. Caribou Recovery Plan.   

According to the KBHLP Order “The variance was initiated to improve the management of Caribou within the plan area and also to improve the clarity of the existing Caribou Objective. The variance includes revised mapping for the Central Selkirk, Central Rockies, South Selkirk and South Purcell Caribou herds. There are new management objectives for the South Selkirk and South Purcell herds and some new direction for the Central Selkirk herd. These changes have been proposed based on work completed by the Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection.”  

As mountain caribou are emblematic of trans-border listed species in dire need of international management cooperation, it is of paramount importance that all appropriate agencies and managers provide input to such a significant policy framework. This is especially true in light of the strong provincial bias toward timber production which is evident in recent sweeping provincial forest policy changes contained in the B.C. Forest and Range Practices Act. 

For example, under the FRPA all objectives for environmental values (wildlife, biodiversity, water and fish in riparian areas etc.) contain the language “without unduly reducing the supply of timber from British Columbia's forests”.   

Submitting detailed comments on the proposed variance and management guidelines in the Kootenay-Boundary would be a positive step toward more effective management and conservation of this highly endangered animal and its habitat. We are certain that you would agree that the future of mountain caribou in the United States is dependent on its conservation in British Columbia. 

We appreciate your attention to this matter and are available to assist you in any way we can and look forward to hearing back from you on this matter.

Yours Sincerely, 

Rein Attemann
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Tim Coleman




Barry Rosenberg

Kettle Range Conservation Group

Kootenai Environmental Alliance

Liz Sedler 
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Alliance for the Wild Rockies

The Upper Columbia River Group of the Sierra Club
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Jeff Juel
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The Ecology Center Inc.

Jonathan Oppenheimer


Jeff Lambert

Idaho Conservation League 

Spokane Mountaineers
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Applied Ecological Stewardship Council of BC




Jim Pissot, Executive Director

Defenders of Wildlife Canada


Joan Snyder

West Kootenay Naturalists' Association(WKNA) and Federation of BC Naturalists (FBCN)

Glada McIntyre
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Caribou Recovery Team:
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Steve Zender
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service- Suzanne Audet

B.C. Ministry of Land, Air and Water- Guy Woods

Steering Committee:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service- Susan Martin
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U.S. Forest Service, Colville National Forest—Rick Brazell, Forest Supervisor
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