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                     Conservation _ The Idaho Conservation League and


                     the U.S. Forest Service disagree over the amount of


                     old trees on the Clearwater National Forest.





                     In court documents filed as part of an ongoing 1997


                     lawsuit over logging, forest officials claim 11 percent


                     of the Clearwater is composed of old-growth trees.





                     However, the league and other environmental groups


                     claim a recent report they commissioned shows the


                     correct figure is 8.5 percent. The Clearwater forest


                     plan requires 10 percent be old-growth.





                     The groups intend to push for an injunction against


                     logging.





                     The study compared old-growth data with aerial


                     photographs and other documents and found about


                     45,000 acres the Clearwater is claiming as old-growth


                     is bare rocks, saplings and logged land.





                     Forest planning officer Doug Gochnour said there may


                     be some minor errors in the status report, but it is


                     more likely it underestimated the amount of


                     old-growth than overestimated it.





                     He also chastised the groups for choosing to go


                     public with the case now in litigation.
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