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DATED THIS 13th  DAY OF September, 1999








NOTICE OF APPEAL





TO:  USDA, Forest Service, Northern Region, ATTN. Appeals Deciding Officer (RFO), P.O. Box 7669, Missoula, MT, 59807.





DECISION APPEALED:  


The decision appealed is the Decision Memo (DM) to approve a timber harvesting project  known as the Bugkill Salvage Timber Sale.  The decision was signed on July 23, 1999 by District Ranger Cynthia Lane.  The decision was published in the Lewiston Morning Tribune on July 29, 1999.  The appeal filing period ends on Sunday, September 12.  According to 36 CFR 215.13(b)(2), "when the filing period would expire on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, the filing time is extended to the end of the next Federal working day."  Thus, the filing period ends September 13, 1999.  This notice of appeal is filed in accordance with 36 CFR ¤ 215.





Appellant contacts are:  Kristin Ruether, Friends of the Clearwater, PO Box 9241, Moscow, ID  83843, (208-882-9755);  Jeff Juel, The Ecology Center & The Lands Council, 801 Sherwood Street, Suite B, Missoula, MT  59802, (406-728-5733); Mike Wood, Alliance for the Wild Rockies, PO Box 8371, Missoula, MT  59807, (406-542-0050); Judi Brawer, American Wildlands, 40 E. Main St. Suite 2, Bozeman, MT 59715.





The Appellants use the Clearwater National Forest, including the project area, for recreation, wildlife viewing, sightseeing, photography, spiritual renewal, solitude, and education.  They are concerned with the sustainability of the National Forest System; including timber, water, wildlife, recreation, roadless resources, wilderness and old growth forests.  Appellants, as joint owners with the American public of the Clearwater National Forest and the project area, will be significantly affected by the decision.  





�



STATEMENT OF REASONS


  	


The Decision Memo for the Bugkill Salvage Timber Sale was signed by District Ranger Cynthia Lane on July 23, 1999.  The issuance of a Categorical Exclusion violates the Forest Service Handbook and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 





1.  USE OF A CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION VIOLATES THE NEPA





According to FSH 1909.15,30.3, "A proposed action may be categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement (EIS) or environmental assessment (EA) only if the proposed action:...b.  Is within a category listed in sec. 31.1b or 31.2;  and there are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed action."  The FSM goes on to list the extraordinary circumstances, including, "d.  Congressionally designated areas, such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or National Recreation Areas."





The Bugkill Salvage Timber Sale is located within the Middle Fork Clearwater Wild and Scenic River Corridor.  This is clearly a Congressionally designated area and as such, a categorical exclusion of environmental analysis cannot be used.








RELIEF REQUESTED





Appellants Request that the Regional Forester:





Reverse the decision of the Forest Supervisor on the Bugkill Salvage Timber Sale.





If this sale is pursued, then order the CNF to assess cumulative impacts of this project and others through a proper environmental analysis.





Sincerely,











--for--


Appellants
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