								January 18, 2005	


Karen Smith


Kamiah Ranger Station


Rt 2, Box 191


Kamiah, ID  83536


							


RE:  CULVERT REPLACEMENT





Dear Ms. Smith,





The following comments on the culvert replacements are submitted on behalf of Friends of the Clearwater, the Ecology Center, the Lands Council, Alliance for the Wild Rockies, and the Idaho Sporting Congress.





We support replacing the faulty, too-small, too-high culverts.  This is needed work for habitat connectivity and it is restoration projects like these the agency needs to prioritize.  It also is illustrative of the fact the road system is far too large on the Clearwater National Forest.  





We do have questions about the culvert work.  How high will the culverts be located above the river or scree?  What about closing other roads like the Black Canyon section of the North Fork (for example the Fix culvert and possibly Hidden)?  Are real bridges being considered for some of the larger streams rather than other structures?  Bridges tend to best preserve the stream habitat.





Please keep us updated on this project.  Thank you.





Sincerely,











Gary Macfarlane					Jeff Juel


Friends of the Clearwater				The Ecology Center, Inc. 


PO Box 9241						 314 North First Street West


Moscow, ID  83843					 Missoula, MT  59802


	and for							


Alliance for the Wild Rockies					


PO Box 8731 						


Missoula, MT  59807	


				





Mike Petersen						Ron Mitchell


The Lands Council					Idaho Sporting Congress


423 W. 1st Ave, Suite 240				PO Box 1136


Spokane, WA  99201					Boise, ID  83701
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