								June 24, 2002





Karen Smith


Kamiah Ranger Station


Rte. 1 Box 191


Kamiah, ID  83536





SENT VIA EMAIL





RE:  Wendover Ridge Trail EA





Dear Ms. Smith:





These are comments of Friends of the Clearwater, the Alliance for the Wild Rockies, the Ecology Center, the Lands Council, American Wildlands, and Idaho Sporting Congress on the Wendover Ridge Trail EA.  We have some questions and concerns about this proposal.  The Forest Service is attempting to address crucial issues.  However, we believe a more comprehensive and less fragmented approach is warranted.





First, this area is located in a National Historic Landmark.  Given that fact, how can the agency avoid damaging the historic trail tread by trail relocation and/or reconstruction?  That issue is not clearly addressed in the EA and it seems to be one of the major issues associated with the entire endeavor.  The EA dropped alternatives and did not consider options that would address this issue.  We are concerned that the EA does not clearly address how the laws governing historic preservation will be maintained under certain parts of the action alternatives.





Second, the cumulative impacts of this project along with all of the other projects associated with the Lewis and Clark bicentennial need to be addressed.  A bunch of EA or CEs for the Wendover staging area, Highway 12 trailhead reconstruction, Lolo Trail portals and this project should be considered in a single EIS.  If the increases in visitation that the EA projects are accurate, then a cumulative effects analysis of all of these projects needs to be considered.  





Furthermore, a comprehensive plan that would direct visitor use, via NEPA, should be evaluated.  It may be that the actual trail will receive little additional use.  Instead, most visitors may be content to drive the Highway 12 corridor.  These are the kind of questions that need to be addressed.





Regardless, it is up to the agency to manage that recreation use.  Drastic increases of use in the backcountry can be avoided by good and competent management implementation and management of plans.  Again, a proposal to manage and/or redirect most use away from the steep portions of the historic route may solve the problem.  





Water quality is another concern.  The EA lists the only stream segment, the Lochsa, as water quality limited.  However, the Idaho DEQ is now embarking on a new WAG II process that will reconsider the pollutants of concern, especially sediment, in this area.





The Clearwater National Forest has little or no MIS and TES population trend monitoring.  Given that fact, the conclusions in the EA about wildlife seem unsupported.  Another issue of concern is the fact this area may be an important wildlife corridor form both a small and large scale perspective.  Recent research has shown the Clearwater Basin to have the best habitat for large carnivores anywhere in the Yellowstone to Jasper region, including those more famous areas (Carroll, Noss, and Paquet, 2000).  The Lolo Pass/Lochsa area has been thought to be an important migration area.  The recent lynx sighting by the Clearwater National Forest biologists confirms this fact.





The alternative maps are confusing.  The descriptions of alternatives 2 and 3 are similar yet the maps are very different.  For example, no reroutes are shown in alternative 3 yet there are mentioned in the text.  Please explain this discrepancy.





Finally, please be mindful of the fact these are public lands.  Too many proposals and projects which deal with recreation use on the national forests in the recent past have been predicated on a marketization/privatization/industrialization model.  The end results are both bad: real control, and hence de facto ownership, of public values are turned over to private interests; and recreation becomes a more industrialized, motorized and intensive activity on public land rather than a simpler endeavor with far fewer negative impacts.   





The Forest Service has undertaken necessary effort to begin to manage use associated with historic celebrations.  A bit more public involvement through the NEPA process at the front end and a less fragmented approach to projects would greatly help.





Sincerely,








Gary Macfarlane					


Friends of the Clearwater				


PO Box 9241						


Moscow, ID  83843					


		  					





Ryan Shaffer						


Alliance for the Wild Rockies				


PO Box 8731 						


Missoula, MT  59807					





Ron Mitchell						


Executive Director					


Idaho Sporting Congress				


PO Box 1136						


Boise, ID  83701





Mike Petersen


The Lands Council


921 W. Sprague, Ste 205


Spokane, WA 99201





 


