								Friends of the Clearwater


								PO Box 9241


								Moscow, ID  83843


Dale Bosworth, Regional Forester


Region 1, Forest Service


PO Box 7669


Missoula, MT  59807


								September 13, 1999





Dear Mr. Bosworth,





We are concerned with the high frequency that timber sales in the Lochsa Ranger District are categorically excluded from environmental analysis.  This ranger district categorically excludes timber sales with great regularity in an apparent effort to exempt environmental analysis and public involvement, even when the sales affect unique, sensitive, and Congressionally designated areas or areas with threatened or endangered species habitat..





We have appealled the latest example, the Bugkill Salvage Timber Sale located within the Middle Fork Clearwater River Wild and Scenic River Corridor, to bring these abuses of the categorical exclusion provision to light and we look forward to your clarification of the "extraordinary circumstances" provision of the National Environmental Policy Act's categorical exclusion regulations.





Sincerely,








Kristin Ruether


Friends of the Clearwater


