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Goug Gober


North Fork District


Clearwater National Forest


12730 Highway 12


Orofino, ID 83544





Goug,





I have just returned from 2 weeks on the North Fork District of the


Clearwater National Forest.  Concerns over motorized use was heightened by


some experiences and observations from my trip.  I have been visiting the


public lands in the Clearwater basin for over 20 years and this year's


increased motorized use in out of the way places was startling.





On the Toboggan Ridge Road, a long ways from any other road, a 4-wheeler


driven by a child who appeared to be no older than 10, came very close to


running into my truck.  I was going only about 10 miles per hour, as the


road is winding and this child, who could barely reach the handle bars,


comes around a blind corner and about 25 miles per hour and narrowly missed


hitting my truck.  4-wheelers driving on open forest roads is a very


dangerous situation, especially when children are driving.





At the Cayuse airstrip bunches of 4-wheelers of all ages kept driving back


and forth along the open forest road for hours.  They seemed to have no


destination or reason for their cruising accept to annoy other campers


staying in the area.  Later, I discovered they had pioneered a 4-wheeler


road into Field Creek along trail 532.  This is not just a case of a few


bad actors violating trail use, but repeated abuse that has left  long term


scars on the land.  There is a worn 2 track path.  Without enforcement, I


expect they will extend the abuse all the way to Monroe Creek in future


years.  As you know this roadless area has been proposed for wilderness by


many groups over many years and has high wild native fish values.





Up on the trail from Blacklead Mountain to Cache Saddle (trail 508) there


is evidence of motorcycle abuse on the high alpine ridge.  This is yet


another violation of common sense and the law.  Those tire tracks were


clearly motorcycle tracks not mountain bike tracks.  It is not appropriate


to have motorized use in the fragile alpine places.  The resource damage


will be felt for years, if not decades to come.





The above are a sampling of some of the conflicts I personally experienced


on the Clearwater this summer.  It appears that the motorized use on the


North Fork District is out of control of the resource managers and steps


are urgently needed to stem the tide of abuse.





Forest Service money to fund enforcement needs to be greatly increased in


order to bust the violators.  The gas tax money, now being used to maintain


trails for motors should be diverted into enforcement.





The conservation community is not trying to push motors off of public land.


There should be a place for motorized use but not at the expense of


degraded natural resource values.  Old roads closed to vehicles could offer


an opportunity for 4-wheelers and motorcycles in some places.  Separating


motorized use from nonmotorized use should be a priority in the revision of


the forest plan.  Where there are motors, people and horses did not want to


go.  Motorized use and nonmotorized use are not compatible.





On three other issues:





New mudslides on the North Fork of the Clearwater River in August 1999


should give the Forest Service pause in proposing any road building or


other land activities on the breaklands where there are highly erodable


soils.  This local storm event produced consequences for the North Fork of


the Clearwater River as it ran a dark chocolate brown days after the event.





On Beaver Ridge above Powell, there is a logging project along the road to


the lookout.  This high elevation selective cut seems out of place.  What


is the purpose of this project?  Does this project have something to do


with trying to restore white bark pine?  Is this project in a roadless


area?





I snorkeled parts of Cayuse Creek and did an informal survey of fish


populations and sizes.  There appears to be less westslope cutthroats and


of a smaller size than in past years.  Hopefully this is not a trend but


possibly, a cause for alarm.  Many factors come into play in determining


trout populations but I wonder if lack of enforcement of wildlife laws is a


factor.  Perhaps those who have a disregard for access laws also tend to


violate other laws such as catch and release?





Sincerely,

















Larry McLaud


