





September 30, 1999





Doug Gober


North Fork District


Clearwater National Forest


12730 Highway 12


Orofino, ID 83544





Doug,





On Sunday September 5, 1999, sitting at the end of the road just past


Blacklead Mountain, by the intersection of trails 513 and 509, I observed 4


motorbikes off the road and off any trail, running the ridge to and from


Goat Lake, a clear violation of motorized access laws.  This area is in the


Great Burn roadless area.  This is yet another violation by motorized


riders.  Please refer to my August 1999 letter for other examples.





I reviewed the LEMARS Statistics for ORV's for the years 1994-1998 on the


Clearwater National Forest and found a grand total of only 7 ORV road


closure violations in 5 years over the same time frame there was a total of


only 1 ORV trail violation for all districts.  Given the ORV use on the


Clearwater National Forest, these numbers show a gross lack of enforcement


of the rules in place.  Denial of the problem of motor violations and


resource abuse will only make things worse.  This problem will not go away


by looking the other way.





Motorized users of the public lands are more likely to smoke tobacco, start


fires, be responsible for human caused wildfires, violate access laws,


litter, cause resource damage, harass wildlife, carry guns, poach wildlife


(fish and game), drink alcohol while on public lands than non motorized


users.





Motorized users as a group create far more problems, percentage wise, on


the public lands than non-motorized users  .  Motorized users annoy, and


are generally in conflict with, non-motorized users and their activities.


Motorized use forecloses on most other uses as non-motorized users do not


want to tolerate the noise, smoke and bad behavior.





Motorized recreation will continue to cause resource damage and be a prime


source of conflicts with other user groups.  These conflicts will increase


until enforcement cracks down on violators and the public lands are


partitioned to separate use.  Public lands are open to everyone and it


should stay that way but certain high value areas need to be closed to


motors, not people.  Walking is good for everyone!  For those who cannot


walk, there should be a special designated area for their use.





Addressing the motor issue now will be easier than waiting to resolve this


issue later.  By ignoring the problems now will only make things worse


later.  By not enforcing the access laws gives informal consent to motor


users to pioneer new trails and establish routes and habits that will be


hard to break later.





It appears that the motorized use on the Clearwater National Forest is out


of control of the resource managers and steps are urgently needed to stem


the tide of abuse.  Many ICL members have expressed concerns and told me of


motorized conflicts this summer.  Please let me know what the Clearwater


National Forest is doing to enforce the access laws and what future steps


will be taken to minimize the conflicts and resource damage due to


motorized use.





