								
April 27, 2006



Megan Moynihan



Acting 
District Ranger

1700 Highway 6

Potlatch, ID  83855




RE: 
Corralled
 Bear Timber Sale sent via email to: comments-northern-clearwater-palouse@fs.fed.us




Dear 
Acting Rang
er Moynihan,




Enclosed are comments from Friends of the Clearwater, the Idaho Sporting Congress, the Ecology Center, the Alliance for the Wild Rockies, and the Lands Council on the 
Corralled Bear timber sale 
scoping
 letter
. The Lands Council, and Friends of the Clearwater dated June 30, 1998 and February 3, 1999 as part of these comments.  We have several questions and concerns with this proposal.  





CUMULATIVE
 IMPACTS


The Corralled/bear timber sale is adjacent to the 
recently
 approved Che
rry Dinner timber sale.  These sales
 occur in the same watershed and should have been 
considered
 together in
 an EIS.
  We request an EIS be prepa
red to look at these timber sales together
.




WATER QUALITY/FISHERIES

This issue is of crucial importance, perhaps the overriding issue for the area.  The area is water quality limited, has a tenuous run of anadromous steelhead
 downstream
, and yet you propose 
to add sediment by logging and other activities to the already significant amount (some 9+ miles of new road in Cherry Dinner).




A real restoration alternative, one that doesn’t commercially log, ought to be considered.  This would be a viable alternative given the watershed condition in the area.  Cumulative impacts need to be considered.



PURPOSE AND NEED/ ALTERNATIVES

The purpose and need statements in the scoping letter are constructed such that the only possible way to fulfill them are through extensive logging.  As such, the range of alternatives for this project could be inadequate.  this needs to be corrected.



Furthermore, the scoping document leads one to believe assumption that 
much of the area
 
is
 within the Wildland Urban Interface.  While some of the project area is near structures near 
Avon and 
Helmer, 
much of the area is interior national forest.   T
he mixed land ownership pattern dictates that a cooperative effort be undertaken with adjacent landowners.



Forest Service researcher Jack Cohen has done the most on protecting structures in the wildland urban interface.  This research shows that anything beyond about 40 meters from a structure is not very valuable.  If one factors in a buffer for fire fighting efforts, at most a zone of 1/4 mile around structures is the wildland urban interface.  
The 
scoping
 letter
 
is 
 
inconsistent with that research as is the 
Co
unty
’s 
so-called fire plan.




There is a lot of research that shows neither logging nor thinning will reduce fire risk.  Fire lethality and severity are functions mainly of climate and dry fuel (which is a function of climate) not fuel amounts.




Blaming fire suppression for current stand conditions is not logical in this area.  The area has been greatly altered
 by extensive logging
.  The private land in the areas has been heavily affected.



In any case, the concept of fire return intervals is very uncertain, even in the most studied ponderosa pine type habitats (see Baker and Ehle 2001).




ANCIENT FORESTS/VEGETATION/WILDLIFE

The NEPA document needs to consider older forests, snags, and old growth.
  The EIS
 needs to explain the impacts on all species, including MIS, of this project, population trends and future projections.  Monitoring, as required by the
 forest plan, has been lacking.




LIVESTOCK GRAZING

The impacts of livestock grazing on water quality and other values and resources need to be considered.  
The EIS needs to address 
grazing not only in context of
 impacts 
to 
water
 quality 
but look at changes to 
solve
 the problem.




RECREATION


Be
fore opening up new ATV trails 
the agency needs to show a concomitant commitment to quiet recreation.  Few if any trails are available to backcountry users without the whine of motors.
  It is best to wait for a forest-wide travel plan--a trav
el plan that was promised in the 1987 forest plan.  
The new FS 
regulations
 
require
 
a plan
 within a 
fairly
 short time-frame
.




SUMMARY

Please keep us updated on this project.  Thanks very much.



Sincerely,



//s//





Gary Macfarlane

Friends of the Clearwater		

PO Box 9241			

Moscow, ID  83843	



Jeff Juel

the Ecology Center, Inc.

314 N. First Street

Missoula, MT  59802



Mike Petersen

the Lands Council

423 West 1st Ave. Suite 240

Spokane, WA 99201



Alliance for the Wild Rockies

PO Box 8731

Missoula, MT  59807

(no need to send EIS to AWR, copies can be shared)



Ron Mitchell

Idaho Sporting Congress

PO Box 1136

Boise, ID  83701










