WildWest Institute
P.O. Box 7998
Missoula, MT 59807
(406) 728-5733
(406) 728-5779 fax
info@wildwestinstitute.org

January 19, 2007

Jimmy DeHerrera, Acting District Ranger 

Hungry Horse Ranger District 

P.O. Box 190340

Hungry Horse, Montana  59919 

Transmitted via email--please acknowledge receipt!

Mr. DeHerrera: 

The following comments are being submitted concerning the proposed Belton Fuels Reduction Project (your 1-25-07 letter), on behalf of WildWest Institute and Alliance for the Wild Rockies.

Since the project’s goals are to reduce the chances that fire will destroy homes and other structures on private land and harm people, a map displaying the current fuel/fire hazard situation on land of all ownerships within the WUI (at least the WUI that’s relevant to this area) ought to be included in the EA. More importantly, the fuel/fire hazard situation post-project on land of all ownerships within the WUI should also be displayed on a map. It must be discernable why some areas are included for treatment and others are not.


We are glad to see that the focus would be right at the private land/national forest boundary, not going into areas that would have increasing value for biological diversity and other such values well away from homes. 


Please disclose in the EA a detailed long-term program for maintaining the safer conditions, including how areas will be treated in the future following proposed treatments, or how areas not needing treatment now will be treated as the need arises. The public at large, and private landowners, must understand the implications of the long-term efforts, including the amount of funding necessary, and the likelihood based on realistic funding scenarios for such a program to be funded both adequately and in a timely manner.

It would be great to read, in the context of a public notification letter about reducing fire risk to communities and homes, an acknowledgment that it is ultimately the landowner’s responsibility to minimize their danger from a wildfire. We suggest that such a discussion be included in the EA, and we hope that you used the February 12 public meeting as an opportunity to educate the public on this oft-ignored nuance of fire risk reduction. 

Thank you for your attention to these concerns.  Please keep us on your list to receive further mailings on the proposal. 

Sincerely,

 /s/

Jeff Juel

And on behalf of:

Michael Garrity






Alliance for the Wild Rockies 




P.O. Box 505






Helena, Montana 59624 





406-459-5936
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