The Ecology Center, Inc.
314 North First Street West
Missoula, MT 59802
(406) 728-5733
(406) 728-5779 fax
ecocenter@wildrockies.org
April 5, 2005


Jimmy Deherrera, District Ranger

Hungry Horse and Glacier View Ranger District

P.O. Box 190340
Hungry Horse, Montana 59919
Transmitted via email--please acknowledge receipt!

Mr. Deherrera:

These are comments on your proposal to improve sections of the Rabe/Teakettle Road—NFSR 116A (your March 21, 2005 scoping letter)—on behalf of the Ecology Center and the Alliance for the Wild Rockies.

As the scoping notice states, portions of the road crossing private land may well not be improved, so the purpose of the project—to improve drainage and provide safer driving conditions, would only be incrementally achieved. The scoping notice does not make a case that these improvements would be worth the investment of taxpayer dollars.
We would support the upgrade of the road to eliminate sediment sources and upgrade culverts, but widening the road is not necessary. We believe that the improvement of the road conditions to eliminate sediment sources must be considered in the light of other, possibly higher priority restoration needs (for fish and wildlife) in the District with which this project would compete for funding.
Thank you for your attention to these concerns. Please keep us on your list to receive further mailings on the proposal. 
Sincerely,

 /s/

Jeff Juel

And on behalf of:

Michael Garrity





Alliance for the Wild Rockies 





P.O. Box 505







Helena, Montana 59624 




406-459-5936





