The Ecology Center, Inc.
801 Sherwood Street, Suite B

Missoula, MT 59802

(406) 728-5733

(406) 728-9432 fax

ecocenter@wildrockies.org
August 4, 2003

Cathy Barbouletos, Forest Supervisor

Flathead National Forest

1935 Third Avenue East

Kalispell, Montana  59901.
via email

Ms. Barbouletos: 

The following are the Ecology Center's comments on the Winter Motorized Recreation Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The DEIS does not analyze a wide enough range of alternatives. To be adequate, the FEIS must fully analyze an alternative that restricts snowmobiles to designated routes and play areas—forest-wide. The EIS must also fully analyze an alternative that restricts snowmobiles to those roads open to conventional passenger vehicles only. 

We don’t agree with allowing snowmobiling through April 30 of each year. Not only would this violate the current Forest Plan closure (beginning March 15 of each year), it would also unjustifiably increase impacts on wildlife needing the security at that time of year. Species on the Forest TES list, such as grizzly bear, gray wolf, Canada lynx and wolverine, would benefit from observation of the March 15 closure date. Big-game species such as elk would also be displaced by the longer snowmobiling season.

The FNF Plan states "Ensure that Forest Service actions do not contribute to the loss of viability of native species (FNF Plan Am. 21 p5).  "Provide sufficient habitat to promote the recovery of threatened and endangered species and conserve the ecosystems upon which they depend" (FNF Plan Am. 21 p3).  "In cooperation with federal, state, and private organizations, conduct inventories of sensitive species and develop Species Conservation Strategies" (FNF Plan Am 21 p 7).

Unfortunately, the Forest is operating in the absence of any scientifically sound conservation strategies that would insure forest-wide viability of Sensitive and Management Indicator Species, which means that the Project’s adverse impacts on such species would not be in compliance with NFMA. 

The impacts on the Canada lynx would be in violation of NFMA and the Endangered Species Act. The Flathead has yet to identify critical habitat, which means the habitat adversely affected by snowmobiling is being committed before you can know its importance for the recovery of the species. 

Please keep us on the list to receive all future mailings on this proposal.

Sincerely,

/s/

Jeff Juel
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