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Dear Tom,

This letter is regarding the methodology the Flathead National Forest uses for habitat analysis for wildlife species.  

For many ESA-listed, Sensitive, and Management Indicator mammal and bird species, the Flathead NF determines suitable habitat for a project area by running a computer query of the Timber Stand Master Record System (TSMRS) database.  In January 2000, the Idaho Panhandle National Forest published its 1998 Forest Plan Monitoring and Evaluation Report.  In its discussion of the pine marten, it stated:

Habitat modeling based on the timber stand database has its limitations: the data are, on average, 15 years old; canopy closure estimates are inaccurate; and data do not exist for the abundance or distribution of snags or down woody material, which are both important marten habitat components. (p. 39).

That report repeats an identical concern about pileated woodpeckers—like pine marten an MIS for the IPNF:

Habitat modeling based on the timber stand database has its limitations: the data are, on average, 15 years old; canopy closure estimates are inaccurate; and data do not exist for the abundance or distribution of snags or down woody material, which are both important pileated woodpecker habitat components. (p. 40).

Do you believe that the habitat modeling the Flathead uses, which relies heavily upon TSMRS queries, has problems similar to what the IPNF noted in its 1998 report?

I am also concerned that allocations for old growth may also rely upon TSMRS queries to a large degree.  Do you believe the TSMRS provides a reliable method for comparison of timber stands with Northern Region old growth criteria?

Thank you for taking the time to respond to these questions. 

Sincerely,

Jeff Juel



