The Ecology Center, Inc.
801 Sherwood Street, Suite B

Missoula, MT 59802

(406) 728-5733

(406) 728-9432 fax

ecocenter@wildrockies.org
June 26, 2001

Charles Harris, District Ranger

Swan Lake Ranger District

200 Ranger Station Road

Bigfork, Montana 59911

Mr. Harris:

This letter is in regards to Condon Site Fuel Reduction project (your May 29, 2001 letter), on behalf of the Ecology Center and Alliance for the Wild Rockies.

The first “purpose and need” statement on your 4/10/01 attachment is to “implement goals and objectives of Management Area 10A.” The attachment doesn’t specifically say what these goals and objectives are. It also sounds confusing to say “implement goals and objectives”—don’t you mean you want to try to meet goals and objectives?

The map included with your letter shows that the project area is mostly within the compound, but spills over to the west into forest that is not within the zone that is by far most important for treating fuels that would save structures. To be most consistent with the best science, your proposal should take heed of Forest Service researcher Jack Cohen’s findings that reducing buildings’ ignitability and reducing fuels within 40 meters is basically all that’s needed to protect the structures.

Please keep both organizations on the list to receive future mailings on this proposal.

Sincerely, 



(and for)






Ryan Shaffer






Alliance for the Wild Rockies






P.O. Box 8731






Missoula, Montana 59807

Jeff Juel 

