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Bryan Donner, Team Leader


Tally Lake Ranger District


1335 Highway 93 West


Whitefish, Montana  59937





These comments are in response to your February 3, 2000 Sheppard Creek Salvage Project proposal letter.





What is the expected volume of timber to be removed by this project?





Is any of this forest to be logged similar to old growth or recruitment old growth?





You should be performing a cumulative effects analysis of all the past, ongoing, and foreseeable future logging and grazing activities in these affected watersheds.  This would naturally include the active Sheppard-Griffin lawless logging project your letter mentioned.  





Will your actions continue the spread of noxious weeds in the area?





Will you continue to detrimentally impact the soils in the area?





Will your proposal continue to heap adverse cumulative impacts to wildlife, water quality, and fish species in the area?





Will you be creating large openings, or increasing the size of existing openings?





Please acknowledge the kind of past mismanagement, such as fire suppression or clearcutting, which has led to the blowdown and insect/disease problems in the area.





Please stop looking at the forest as merely trees for the mill; tree mortality and decay is a must if a forest is to be maintained there.





Please stop propagandizing the public with your disingenuous fire scare tactics.





Please identify which roads are of no foreseeable use in the near future, and obliterate them.  Please locate all the existing erosion problems on the rest of the roads; and eliminate them.





Please consider a restoration only alternative, one that doesn’t corrupt the process with a commercial timber sale.





Please fully consider the full net public benefits of this project.  Who pays and who profits?





Please keep us on the list to receive all future mailings on this project.





Sincerely,














Katherine Postelli


Ecosystem Defense
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