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Big Timber, MT 59011
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Dear Sally Orr,


	I am writing in regards to the Lodestar 1 gold mine project scoping notice (Dated  March 9,1999).  I have outlined the Ecology Centers concerns in the following paragraphs.





	Our first concern is that the proposed gold mine is located within the Inventoried Roadless Area 1-371.  Roadless areas have been greatly diminished due to management activities.  The Ecology Center firmly believes that the remaining areas are so critically important for ecological health that they should be left alone, and not altered.  From the scoping notice it appears that the mine would be accessed through the Iron Mountain Road, then onto an open ridge northwest of Gold Hill.  How much of this is in the IRA?  Will any motorized vehicles be entering the IRA?  The paragraph continues to state that a four-wheeler would be used from this point to drive down the ridge to adit site?  Is this all in the IRA?  In the environmental assessment document you must clearly outline where motorized vehicles would be entering, and analyze the impacts associated with these.  The Ecology Center strongly believes that any entry into an IRA will significantly impact the wilderness characteristics of this area.  Entry into an IRA will jeopardize the area in terms of being classified as a wilderness area in the future.      





	In addition, to believing that no motorized vehicles should be allowed in the IRA, we also believe that there should be no mining with in an area of this type either.  Our basis for this argument is that again that the wilderness characteristics of the area will be compromised.  Mining major damage to water quality, soil health, vegetation, and many other impacts.  Having a mine located within an inventoried roadless area would seriously impact the wilderness characteristics of the area.  In the environmental assessment, please fully analyze how this mine would impact this area.





	Another issue that we are concerned about is the location of the mine along the tributary in Placer Gulch.  What is a stormwater permit, and who will be issuing this?  The scoping notice indicates that there are Yellowstone cutthroat trout in the Lower Deer Creek drainage, which the Placer Gulch tributary empties into.  The scoping notice alludes to the fact that there will be no water leaving the ore-processing area of the mine, I still believe it needs to be fully analyzed in the environmental analysis.  Will any chemicals be utilized when processing the ore?  This is a major concern, considering the sensitive species of fish that lives downstream.     





	The issue of noxious weeds is one that needs to be fully analyzed also, especially if there is concern that this mine and associated activities will increase infestation into an area that has no weeds currently.  Noxious weeds are a serious threat to the biological integrity of the Northern Rockies.  The remaining areas that are not infested with these incredibly invasive species must be protected.  Please take the time and thorough analyze how this project will impact the populations of weeds in the analysis area.





	Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this proposal.  Please keep the Ecology Center on the mailing list for future documents regarding this proposal.





	      


