The Ecology Center, Inc.


801 Sherwood Street, Suite B


Missoula, MT 59802


(406) 728-5733


(406) 728-9432 fax


ecocenter@wildrockies.org


May 17, 1999





Fred Gonzalez, District Ranger


Sullivan Lake Ranger District


12641 Sullivan Lake Road


Metaline Falls, Washington  99153





Mr. Gonzalez:





These are comments on the Salmo Fire Management Area proposal (your 4/6/99 letter).  





The 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy and Program Review (FWFMPPR) gives explicit direction to all levels of management to change Forest Service fire management philosophies, programs, and practices.  A guiding principle for future management brought forward by the review is that the role of wildland fire as an  essential ecological  process and natural change agent will be incorporated into the planning process.  Specific to this proposal, the “planning process” referred to can be none other than your proposed amending of the Forest Plans for the Salmo FMA. 





The need for new fire management plans is necessary for a number of important reasons such as increased safety of firefighters, cooperation of interagency fire management partners, the reintroduction of fire into forest and rangeland ecosystems, and avoidance of unnecessary economic costs and environmental impacts from fire suppression operations.  These new fire management plans must utilize the best available science and public involvement in accordance with NEPA.





The fact that the FWFMPPR is existing policy and gives explicit direction for Forest Service fire management was emphasized in a national teleconference “Managing Wildland Fire: From Policy to Implementation” broadcast on April 8, 1998 and billed as a “wake up call” to agency employees.  The teleconference provided over thirty different statements from key managers and supervisors that emphasized the vital importance of fire management planning in order to implement the Federal Fire Management Policy.  Your analysis needs to disclose the relationship of the Salmo FMA proposal to the successful implementation of the Federal Fire Management Policy.





The Forest Service is well-aware of the detrimental ecological effects of several decades of active wildfire suppression, yet it is unclear if wildland fire suppression in the Salmo FMA will continue.  New fire management plans should provide for opportunities to restore fire processes in fire-dependent ecosystems but not remain addicted to the counterproductive fire suppression policy.  Your analysis should exhibit a holistic understanding of this fact.   It is time for Forest Service managers to fully renounce the harmful legacy of “past” fire suppression policies, programs, and practices not only in word, but in deed. 





Thank you for considering our comments. Please keep us on the NEPA list for all future mailings on the Salmo FMA project.  





Sincerely,					


							


Jeff Juel						
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