The Ecology Center


801 Sherwood, Suite B


Missoula, MT 59802





								May 10, 1999





Craig Smith-Dixon, District Ranger


North Fork John Day Ranger District


P.O. Box 158


Ukiah, OR 97880





Dear Mr. Smith-Dixon,





	I am writing regarding the Clear Creek-Granite Creek Floodplain Restoration Project environmental assessment notice.  These comments are written on behalf of the Ecology Center and the Alliance for the Wild Rockies.





	I do not have any comments regarding the restoration project besides the fact that we are supportive of this type of work.  I wish you luck in conducting work that is as important and critical as this.





	I do have a comment regarding the NEPA process and this project, though.  I am concerned that when the 30 day comments period started for the environmental assessment.  We are concerned that the North Fork John Day Ranger District is limiting the public’s ability to be involved by starting the 30 day commenting before people can request the environmental assessment, or before they have received notice.  We are requesting that you start the 30 day comments period after the letter of notice, has been sent, and after an appropriate amount of time has passed to allow people to request the E.A.  





	I realize that this project is of the nature that it will not receive a substantial amount of comments and criticism.  I am sure that is why you a bit more relaxed about not allowing for a full 30 days of commenting.  I believe that this could set a dangerous precedent for the future, especially when we are dealing with a project that could cause significant environmental damage.  





	Thank you for your time and consideration.  





Sincerely, 							Mike Wood


								Alliance for the Wild Rockies


								P.O. Box 8731


Deborah Kmon						Missoula, MT 59802


Ecoystem Defense  





