The Ecology Center, Inc.
801 Sherwood Street, Suite B

Missoula, MT 59802

(406) 728-5733

(406) 728-9432 fax

ecocenter@wildrockies.org
May 12, 2000

Melinda Martin

Pomeroy Ranger District

71 West Main

Pomeroy, Washington  99347

Ms. Martin:

These are our comments on the Tallow Tail Prescribed Fire proposal (your 4/5/2000 letter).

The Umatilla NF must undertake the issue of fire management as part of a Forest Plan amendment or revision issue.  The 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy and Program Review (FWFMPPR) gives explicit direction to all levels of management to change Forest Service fire management philosophies, programs, and practices.  The FWFMPPR states, “A guiding principle for future management brought forward by the review is that ‘the role of wildland fire as an essential ecological  process and natural change agent will be incorporated into the planning process.’”  The “planning process” referred to can be none other than the Forest Plan Revision process at this point in time.  The new fire management plans must utilize the best available science and public involvement in accordance with NEPA.

We request the Forest Service review Tiedemann et al. (2000) in order to improve the analyses of the proposed prescribed fire.  

Please keep us on the list to receive all future mailings concerning this proposal.

Sincerely,

Jeff Juel
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