 Virginia Forest Watch
622 Bolling Avenue, Charlottesville, VA 22902 * 

vafw@mounet.com * 434-971-7678


9-12-02

Dear Region 8 Forest Supervisors and the Southern Appalachian (SA) Steering Team:

Please share this letter amongst the SA Steering Team and the Supervisors at your September 16-17 meeting and add it to the Planning record for each of the SA forests undergoing revision, as well as the record of the SA Steering Team for R8.

We are writing to protest the exclusion of the No Commerical Logging alternative, allowing “minimal human intervention to the natural resources” (called Alternative C in the planning documents) from full analysis and consideration in all Region 8 National Forests currently under revision.  These include the Jefferson, Cherokee, Sumter, Chattahoochee-Oconee and the National Forests of Alabama.

According to regional planner Gary Pierson, this decision was made by the SA Steering Team “sometime in the last two-three months”, however, the information was not made available to the public until the public meetings in late August (and not even then on some forests).  The decision was made with no opportunity for public review or public comment.  In addition, the SA Steering Team chose to maintain the alternative allowing maximum timber harvest – what justification is there for excluding the opposite management approach?

We are writing with two requests:  

· First, please send to the address above whatever written guidance/decision was made by the SA Steering Team to exclude Alternative C from further detailed analysis;

· Second, we ask that this decision be reconsidered and reversed by the SA Team at the September 16-17 meetings and that Alternative C be included in the full EIS analysis for all Region 8 Plans.

Such consideration in the EIS is required by the National Environmental Policy Act, which states that the agency must examine a full range of alternatives, even reasonable alternatives that require a change in the law.  The Forest Service must study, develop, and describe all reasonable alternatives.  The Planning documentation presented thus far to the public shows a narrow range of alternatives, with all substantial focus aimed at the Rolling Alternative.  A description of other alternatives is not even available on the Region 8 Planning website.

Alternative C clearly represents a reasonable alternative and responds to the concerns of a substantial portion of the citizenry.  As these are National Forests, owned by all Americans, it is important to note that poll after poll (including the Forest Service’s own) show half to three-quarters of the American public calling for an end to logging on public lands.  Indeed the social issues report recently released by USFS’ Southern Research Station quotes project leader Ken Cordell as saying: "In the Southern Appalachians, people clearly put ecosystems and naturalness above utilitarian objectives in the management of their national forests.”  

This survey of public opinion was carried out specifically to provide public input into the Southern Appalachian Forest Planning process, thus making Alternative C even more crucial in analyzing the potential for hands-off management.  Indeed,  Alternative C is the only one of the current range of alternatives that adequately represents this widespread call for full protection of public forests from industrialized management.  Please remember, not responding adequately to public concerns caused the George Washington NF Plan to be withdrawn in 1989.

Alternative C also responds positively by providing maximum protection to the vast majority of the Regional Forester's Emphasis Areas, particularly Watershed Health/Water Quality, Habitat for Wide-Ranging Species, T&E Recovery Plans, Old Growth, Semi-Primitive/Remote Recreation Opportunities, Roadless Areas, and Special Areas.

A citizen-designed alternative called Alternative 3 was fully examined in the EIS of the George Washington Plan adopted in 1993.  Like Alternative C, this alternative called for minimal “human disruption of native biodiversity”.  Region 8’s Daniel Boone National Forest, which will release its DEIS in the near future, includes full analysis of Alternative B1 which allows full functioning of ecological processes with a minimum of direct human influence.  These alternatives provide a critical baseline for public and agency determination of the most effective management alternatives.  Please reinstate Alternative C for full EIS analysis in the SA forests undergoing Plan revision.

Thank you for your consideration and re-consideration of Alternative C’s dismissal.

Sincerely,

Christina Wulf, on behalf of
Virginia Forest Watch

Ernest Reed, President

Virginians for Wilderness

727 Stingy Hollow Rd.

Staunton, VA 24401

and

Ernest Reed, Director

Living Education Center for Ecology and the Arts

P.O. Box 2612

Charlottesville, VA 22902

Joshua Martin

Indiana Forest Alliance

PO Box 1074

Bloomington, IN 47404

Perrin de Jong

Kentucky Heartwood

PO Box 90

Olympia, KY 40358

Andrew George

National Forest Protection Alliance

Southeast Field Organizer

PO Box 215

Chapel Hill, NC 27514-0215

Andy Mahler

Shagbark

3875 S. County Rd. 50W

Paoli, IN 47454-9803

Bob Gale

Ecologist

Western North Carolina Alliance

70 Woodfin Place, Suite 326

Asheville, NC 28801

Catherine Murray

Cherokee Forest Voices

1101 Antioch Road

Johnson City, Tennessee 37604

Susan Heitker

Buckeye Forest Council

PO Box 99

Athens, Ohio 45701

American Lands Alliance

Steve Holmer, Campaign Coordinator

Washington D.C.

Jeff Juel

The Ecology Center, Inc.

801 Sherwood Street,  Suite B

Missoula, MT  59802

Jim Bensman and Jen Weiss

Heartwood

PO Box 1424 

Bloomington, IN 47402

Detta Davis, President

The Clinch Coalition

4034-A Dungannon Rd.

Coeburn, Va. 24230

Rachael Bliss, Chair

Coalition for Jobs and the Environment

102 North Court St.

Abingdon, Va. 24212

Dick Austin, President

Devil's Fork Trail Club

Rt. 1, Box 318

Dungannon, Va. 24245

Kelly Sheehan

Dogwood Alliance

P.O. Box 7645

Asheville, NC 28801

Matthew Koehler

Native Forest Network

P.O. Box 8251

Missoula, MT 59807

Matthew Wasson, Executive Director

Appalachian Voices

703 W. King St. Suite 105

Boone, NC   28607

Ray Fenner

Superior Wilderness Action Network (SWAN)

P O Box 677 

Sandstone, MN 55072

Denise Gray, chair

Wild Animals, Rivers and Trees

Box 929

Clintwood, Va. 24228

Beth Davies, Chair

CLEAN (Citizens of Lee Environmental Action Network)

P.O. Box 394

St. Charles, Va. 24282

Addie Cranston  

Taking Responsibility for the Earth and Environment (TREE)

701-D S. Main St.

Blacksburg Va. 24060

Jan Wiley, Chair  

Patrick Environmental Awareness Group

PO Box 812

Stuart, Va. 24171

Tracy Davids

Southern Appalachian Biodiversity Project

P.O. Box 3141

Asheville, NC. 28802

Tammy Belinsky

WildLaw Virginias Office

9544 Pine Forest Road

Copper Hill, VA 24079

Garrett Meigs 

Cornell Society for Natural Resources Conservation.

Sam Hitt

Wild Watershed

Mike Petersen

The Lands Council

921 West Sprague Avenue, Ste 205

Spokane, WA 99201

cc: Congressman Rick Boucher

Senator John Warner

Senator George Allen 

etc.
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