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Mr. Powell:





The new appeals regulations and the new categorical exclusion rules have led to confusion in terms of the responsibilities of groups and individuals who comment on or appeal Records of Decision and Decision Notices, and the responsibilities of groups and individuals who comment on actions proposed to be categorically excluded. I have three questions I hope you can answer:





Question 1: Referring to the new appeals regulations at 36 CFR 215.6  ("Comments on proposed actions"), precisely what constitutes "...or other means of verification" (in the following section) when one comment has only one sender/signer but multiple organizations listed?





36 CFR 215.6 (a)(3)(iv)(A)states: 


For appeals listing multiple organizations or multiple individuals, a signature or other means of verification must be provided for the individual authorized to represent each organization and for each individual in the case of multiple names, to meet appeal eligibility requirements. 





Question 2:  Also referring to the new appeals regulations, precisely what constitutes "another means of verifying the identity of the individual or organizational representative" (in the following section) when comments are emailed?





36 CFR 215.6 (a)(3)(iv)(B) states: 


Those using electronic means may submit a scanned signature. Otherwise another means of verifying the identity of the individual or organizational representative may be necessary for electronically submitted comments or comments received by telephone. 





Question 3:  It seems that all these clauses of the new appeals regulations don't refer to actions categorically excluded, as per new regulations 36 CFR 215.4 ["The procedures for ...opportunity to comment (Sec.  215.6) do not apply to:  (a) Projects and activities which are categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement (EIS) or environmental assessment (EA) pursuant to FSH 1909.15, Chapter 30, section 31"]. So what regulates comment periods and therefore also determines standing to pursue judicial review on Categorically Excluded actions, such as all those new logging/thinning/salvage/fuel treatment categories adopted this year?





Thank you for your answers to these questions.





Sincerely,











Jeff Juel


