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(A)gencies such as the Forest Service should consider broadening the indicator species concept to monitor groups of species (such as landbirds and butterflies) that can be easily sampled with a single field method. (Abstract.)





Habitat modification from roads seemed to bring bird species normally associated with open forest (such as Chipping Sparrow and American Robin) and shrubby vegetation (such as Warbling Vireo, MacGillivray’s Warbler and Wilson’s Warbler) into areas of closed forest canopy. (Page 12.)





Three-toed Woodpeckers …were not quite as restricted to such (postfire forest) conditions as the Black-backed Woodpecker (Hutto 1995) because they occurred fairly frequently in Spruce/Fir stands as well, but it is clear that postfire conditions are important to this species, which relies on dead or dying standing timber for feeding and nesting purposes. (Page 23.)





Pileated Woodpeckers … This species was detected in both uncut and cut mid-elevation conifer forests, but its abundance in harvested forest types may have been, in part, a consequence of their mobility. They need large trees in the relatively uncut stands for nesting and roosting purposes (Bull and others, 1992, Bull and Holthausen 1993).  (Page 24.)





Pileated Woodpeckers … This species appears to do well in a matrix of forest types, but the inclusion of some older forest with large trees in their territories is probably necessary (Bull and Holthausen 1993).  (Page 24.)





Clark’s Nutcrackers … The occurrence of this species may be closely linked to areas of high conifer seed production, including early postfire habitat (Hutto 1955), so this may be another species that is negatively affected by postfire salvage cutting.  (Page 31.)





Examples of inhabitants of (relatively uncut) forests are Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, Varied Thrush, and Townsend’s Warbler. (Page 69.)





Harvested Forest Types





The problem is that these unnatural cover types may elicit settling responses by species that are “programmed” to respond to superficially similar, but fundamentally different, early successional forest types. In turn, these unnatural forest types may act as “ecological traps,” where species are attracted to areas in which suitability (in terms of reproductive success or adult survival or both) is poor because food resources, predation or parasitism rates are unnaturally high. 





Because no forest bird species is entirely restricted to harvested conditions, there will always be populations in naturally occurring unharvested forest, which may serve as refuges.


